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OT. PATRICK'S DAY COMMITTEE 


Co 


Lacrosse star 
crowned Colleen to 
Start Irish season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


ailey Lyne is used to 
He competition in high 

school lacrosse. Winning 
the top honor in the St. Patrick’s 
Day Colleen contest was a com- 
pletely new experience. 

Lyne became the newest Col- 
leen on a snowy Sunday morning 
at Chez Josef, ahead of seven oth- 
er young women from Agawam. 

“It was shocking and truly sur- 
real, Lyne said. “I was shaking as I 
walked up to the stage, but at the 
same time, I was so happy and 
excited. I still cannot believe this 
really happened. I never dreamed 
that I would actually be the Col- 
leen’ 

She decided to participate 
in the competition because her 
mom, aunt and cousin had all tak- 
en part before her, and she wished 
to continue the family tradition. 
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Agawam’s 2017 Colleen, Hailey Lyne, sits with her court at Sunday’s coronation ceremony. Court members, from left, are 
Jenna Gamelli, Bianca Culhane, Lydia Koury and Bailey Laviolette. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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‘Tiny,’ 
senior 
homes 
wanted 


Workshop discusses 
ways to meet elder 
needs, state mandate 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 





Agawams housing map could 
look very different in five years. In 
a town dominated by traditional 
single-family homes and condo- 
minium buildings, participants 
in a workshop Monday were open 
to new ideas to meet shifting de- 
mographics and a state affordable 
housing mandate. 

“We've already created zoning 
for mixed [use], City Councilor 
Joseph Mineo said, noting that 
housing can be added to commer- 
cial buildings in the Walnut Street 
Extension area. In his small group 
at the workshop, he said, “we 
talked about Feeding Hills Center, 
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HIGH SCHOOL 





Agawam High School seniors Alexandra Cichetti, Zachary Hodges, Jack Chamberland and Brian Keefe were impressed 


by Chris Herren’s courage to speak about his substance abuse. They are wearing Shane’s Foundation shirts. TURLEY 


PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


Celtics star: Nothing ‘cool’ about drugs, drinking 


By Mike Lydick 
aan@turley.com 


As she headed to the audito- 
rium last Friday for a substance 
abuse assembly, AHS senior Alex- 
andra Cichetti thought it would 
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be a regular presentation about 
avoiding drugs and drinking. 
Instead, it was a brutally hon- 
est, inspiring and riveting story 
by former basketball star Chris 
Herren about how his career, and 
life, unraveled because of drinking 


and drugs. 

“Tt was a lot different — and 
much better — than I expected, 
said Cichetti of the hour-long pre- 
sentation. “It was so personal. We 
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WARREN PARKER 


‘Folks’ remember town’s biographer 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Warren Parker, who wrote 
about people and personalities in 
Agawam, reached the end of his 
own story last week, dying Feb. 9 
at age 94. 

Parker was best known in Aga- 
wam for the “Interesting Folks in 
Town’ column he wrote for the 
Agawam Advertiser News from 
2005 to 2011. Kathy Shepard, 
who grew up in Parker's Valentine 
Street neighborhood and went to 
school with his sons, later worked 
alongside him as a reporter and 
photographer for the Advertiser 
News. 

“He was a real character’, 
Shepard said this week. “He was a 
very friendly man; he had a good 
eye for who to interview. His tal- 
ent was his writing. 

In question-and-answer for- 
mat, Parker introduced the news- 
paperss readers to a wide variety 


of “interesting folks” — from town 
officials like the mayor and li- 
brary director to civic leaders like 
pastors and businessmen to “ev- 
eryday citizens’ who talked about 
their families, jobs and hobbies. 
Though most of the column 
consisted of the interviewee's 
answers to Parkers questions, 
he let his own personality shine 
through in the introductory para- 
graphs, where he would give his 
own impressions of each subject's 
character and demeanor. 
Agawam Advertiser News of- 
fice manager Teri Machia, whose 
duties included typesetting Park- 
ers hand-written column, has 
fond memories of the columnist. 
“In addition to ‘Interesting 
Folks’ quickly becoming one of 
the most popular columns in the 
AAN, Warren just as quickly be- 
came a member of the AAN fami- 
ly, Machia said. “We could always 
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No promises from feds about poison notification 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


Town officials did get an answer from 
the federal government about starling 
poisoning in town, though it wasnt the 
change they were hoping for. 

Mayor Richard Cohen said he received 
a brief response from U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Wildlife Biologist Tim Co- 
zine, who took heat from Cohen and town 
Health Inspector Randy White last month 
for a lack of notice regarding bird poison at 
the Bondis Island sewage plant. The town 
was emailed about the “pesticide” applica- 
tion around noon on Jan. 9, after the poi- 
son had already been deployed. White was 
out of the office that day, and Cohen didn't 
learn about the USDA's involvement until 
his phone started ringing with calls about 
birds dropping dead in Agawam and West 
Springfield. 

Cohen has said the town deserves to be 
educated about what, if any, applications 
of poisons are being released into the envi- 
ronment and how it could possibly impact 
the townspeople. Last month, he and City 
Council President James Cichetti sent a let- 
ter to Cozine, along with U.S. Sens. Edward 
Markey and Elizabeth Warren, as well as 
U.S. Rep. Richard Neal, complaining about 
the lack of notice provided to the town. 


So far, only a brief response from Cozine 
and Markey's office have been received, the 
mayors office said. 

Cohen spoke with Rory Clark, regional 
director for Markey. Clark told the mayor 
he would reach out to the USDA to check 
into whether there is a legal requirement 
for the advanced notice of pesticide appli- 
cations. Warrenss and Neal's offices did not 
respond to a request for comment. 

Cozine, who works in the USDA Am- 
herst office in charge of carrying out the 
application of the DRC-1339 poison, ex- 
plained that it comes in the form of a pel- 
let fed on by the birds, and poses no health 
risk to people or other animals. He said the 
birds are overpopulated in this area. Simi- 
lar applications were made the same day in 
Belchertown and in Ellington, Conn. 

After hearing complaints about the 
short notice, Cozine emailed White, saying 
he would attempt to provide at least a sev- 
en-day notice for any future applications, 
but cautioning that it isn't always possible. 

“In the future, we will do our best to pro- 
vide the city of Agawam a seven-day notice 
before conducting application of DRC- 
1339, Cozine stated in the email. “Howev- 
er, our applications are often based on the 
weather and the decision to conduct an 
application can sometimes be made in a 
much shorter time period’ 


Bishop to visit St. David’s this Sunday 


The Rt. Rev. Douglas J. Fisher will 
preach and preside at St. David's Epis- 
copal Church, 699 Springfield St., 
Feeding Hills, at 10 a.m. this Sunday, 
Feb. 19. The bishop visits all of the 55- 
plus congregations in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Western Massachusetts 
once every two years. 

During the celebration, the bishop 


will receive one baptized Christian 
into the Episcopal Church, preach 
the sermon and preside at the altar. 
He will be greeted by the Rev. Harvey 
Hill, rector. Following the liturgy, the 
bishop will visit with members of the 
congregation at a coffee hour to dis- 
cuss hopes, dreams and concerns. 
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Cohen and Cichetti said in their letter 
that they believe the town should receive 
at least 30 days notice prior to any appli- 
cation. 

R. Andre Bell, a spokesman for the US- 
DAs Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service, said the DRC-1339 sites are first 
tested with untreated bait to insure only 
starlings and no other wildlife feed from it, 
and to determine how fast the poison will 
be consumed. After a successful test, only 
enough poisoned bait to be consumed in 
1-2 hours is placed near the roost, Bell said. 

The Jan. 9 applications were made in the 
morning and because the poison takes 12- 
72 hours to be lethal, most of the starlings 
died near their roosting site, he stated. 

The birds are considered an invasive 
species in North America. Fewer than 100 
European starlings were brought to New 
York in 1890 as part of a plan to intro- 
duce all the birds mentioned in the works 
of Shakespeare, according to the USDAs 
web site. The birds now number about 200 
million and range throughout the United 
States and into Mexico and Canada, com- 
peting with native species and destroying 
crops, the web site states. 


Turley Publications correspondent Ste- 


phen C. Hill contributed to this report. 
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Correction 


Two photos in last week's Aga- 
wam Advertiser News were credit- 
ed incorrectly. The pictures of the 


memorial collages honoring teach- 
er Deborah LaMotte (Feb. 9, page 
7) were submitted to the newspa- 
per by Agawam Junior High School 
staff. 


Cookie sales continue this month 


Girl Scout Troop 11630 will contin- 
ue selling the iconic Girl Scout Cookies 
during the month of February. 

Upcoming sales will be 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 18, outside Stop & Shop on 
Springfield Street in Feeding Hills, and 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25, at Dave's 
Soda and Pet Food City on Springfield 
Street in Agawam. 


Each box of cookies is $5. Cash, checks, 
credit cards and debit cards are accepted. 
A portion of the proceeds fund Girl Scout 
activities throughout the year. Boxes of 
cookies may also be purchased to be do- 
nated to military troops. 

For more information, call troop lead- 
er Lynne Merceri at 508-951-3027 or email 
weblegss@yahoo.com. 


Legislators to speak at Chamber breakfast 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — The West of 


the River Chamber of Commerce Legisla- 
tive Breakfast will take place at Springfield 
Country Club from 7 to 9 a.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 22. The breakfast will feature a panel 
of local state legislators, including Sen. 
James Welch, Sen. Don Humason, Rep. 
Nicholas Boldyga and Rep. Michael Finn, 
as well as mayors Richard Cohen of Aga- 
wam and Will Reichelt of West Springfield. 
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Tickets are $30 for members, $35 for 
non-members. Sponsorship opportuni- 
ties are available. Register online at www. 
westoftheriverchamber.com. For more 
information on ticket sales contact the 
chamber office at 413-426-3880 or email 
info@westoftheriverchamber.com. 

Springfield Country Club is at 1375 Elm 
St., West Springfield. 


Agawam Advertiser News 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 


include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 


obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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Senator in town this month 


State Sen. Donald Humason will host 
public office hours in Agawam this month. 

Humason or a member of his staff will 
be available 4-5:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 27, 
in the Peirce Room at the Agawam Public 
Library, 750 Cooper St. All are welcome to 
visit and share their thoughts or concerns 
on state matters. 

He also plans to host office hours in sev- 
eral other district towns in early March, in- 
cludng 4-5:30 p.m. Monday, March 6, in the 
Community Room at the Southwick Public 
Library, 95 Feeding Hills Road; 4-5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 8, and 4-5:30 p.m. Mon- 


day, March 13, at the Westfield Athenaeum, 
6 Elm St. 

Additionally, the senator is available to 
meet with constituents at his district office, 
64 Noble St. in Westfield. No appointment 
is necessary, but calling ahead is recom- 
mended. Humasonss district office staff 
can be reached at 413-568-1366. Staff in his 
Boston office can be reached at 617-722- 
1415 for legislative matters. The senator's 
email is Donald. Humason@MASenate.gov. 

Humason, a Westfield Republican, rep- 
resents Agawam and 10 other communi- 
ties in the state Senate. 


‘WinterFest’ to kick off school vacation week 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — WinterFest 
2017 will be held in downtown West Spring- 
field Saturday, Feb. 18. This free event kicks 
off school winter vacation week with some- 
thing for everyone, according to Roberta 
Page, organizer of It’s West Springfield, the 
non-profit community organization coor- 
dinating the activities. 

A special surprise is scheduled from 
9:15 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the town library at 
200 Park St. to begin the day. At 10:15 a.m., 
the Springfield Thunderbirds hockey team 
mascot will be outside the Majestic The- 
ater at 131 Elm St. until 10:45 a.m. and ma- 
gician Magic Al will mesmerize audiences 
from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. inside the Majestic 
Theater, 131 Elm St. 

Beginning at noon, American Legion 
Post 2017, 83 Park Ave., will be the venue 
for six activities and events. Free hot cocoa 
and coffee will be available in the Legion 
banquet hall. The “Tree Bus” will be parked 
at the side of the building with free gifts 
for children. Starter seed plant kits, DVDs, 
and other goodies will be given out to the 
first 50 children outside, around the bus. 
Special guest “Jenny the Donkey’ will be in 


front of the building from noon to 1 p.m. 
and children may get close up to pet the 
nine-year-old farm animal. 

“T-Rex the Dinosaur” will greet guests 
from Ito 1:30 p.m. and from 1 to 1:45 p.m., 
the high-energy, young Vague Rendition 
band will perform various music genres, 
including classic rock. ‘The five high school 
members of the band include a female 
singer, drummer, bassist and two guitarists 
who perform back-up vocals. 

Rounding out the day, at 2 p.m. a Johnny 
Cash tribute and more will be performed 
by popular vocalist and entertainer Brian 
Chicoine. 

Full-color, polished silver West Spring- 
field lapel pins fashioned by Its West 
Springfield, and WinterFest silver snow- 
flake charms will be available on the at 
the library, the Majestic Theater, American 
Legion, and anytime thereafter at the Stor- 
rowton Gift Shop, or by calling 413-279- 
4567. 

All donations for the event go to It's 
West Spring field Inc. for future projects. All 
are invited to join in this winter festival of 
free activities and performances. 





Travelers have tickets to ‘Celtic Crossing’ 


St. John’s Travelers will host an af- 
ternoon at Chez Josef, 176 Shoemak- 
er Lane, Agawam, for a performance of 
“Celtic Crossing, a rare North Ameri- 
can tour that brings two icons of Irish 
music together for a limited time. 
Andy Cooney and the legendary Phil 
Coulter will perform with special guest 


Geraldine Branagan and the Irish Pops 
ensemble Tuesday, March 7. Tickets are 
$61 per person and include the show and 
a plated luncheon. ‘This is a self-drive trip 
with an arrival time of 11:30 a.m. 

For reservations, call Emile Cote at 413- 
335-9440. 
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Solar farm siting restrictions proposed 


The Agawam Planning Board, at a hear- 
ing on Feb. 2, voted to petition the Agawam 
City Council to consider the adoption of a 
new solar farm ordinance. Drafted by the 
Law Department, the ordinance would reg- 
ulate large-scale photovoltaic power instal- 
lations. 

The proposed ordinance would restrict 
any solar installation 1 acre or greater to 
industrial zones in Agawam and require 
site plan review by the Planning Board. 
There is currently no restriction on where 
solar projects can be sited. 

“This ordinance strikes the balance 
of preserving the integrity of neighbor- 
hoods while promoting smart commer- 
cial growth, commented Mayor Richard 
Cohen. “Solar companies will now have a 
clear idea of where and how they can de- 
velop a project and residents wont have 


to worry about their neighborhoods being 
dramatically changed by these large solar 
farms. 

The proposed ordinance calls for a 40- 
foot buffer between solar facilities and the 
property line, and asks developers to make 
“reasonable efforts” to place all utility con- 
nections underground. Building-mounted 
solar panels, including residential roof so- 
lar installations, are explicitly not affected 
by the proposed ordinance. 

The Planning Board has scheduled 
a public hearing on the ordinance at its 
March 2 meeting, which begins at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Peirce Room at the Agawam Pub- 
lic Library, 750 Cooper St. The ordinance 
has also been referred to the City Coun- 
cil, which will make the final decision on 
whether to adopt it. 





Tickets available for ‘Opry’ show 


St. John’s Travelers will host a “self-drive” 
trip to the Log Cabin for a presentation of 
“Songs of the Grand Ole Opry, Tuesday, 
April 18. 

The show covers songs from the gold- 
en age of country music — from artists 
George Jones, Willie Nelson, Conway Twit- 
ty, Farron Young, Ray Price, Hank Williams 
and many others — performed by the band 
Truck Stop Troubadors. Special guest vo- 
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calist Vicky St. Pierre will perform songs by 
country gold female artists Loretta Lynn, 
Tammy Wynette, Jesse Colter and Jeannie 
C. Riley. 

Tickets are $55 per person and include 
a plated meal, taxes and gratuity. The Log 
Cabin is at 500 Easthampton Road, Holy- 
oke. 

For reservations, call Emile Cote at 413- 
335-9440. 
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Duro-Last 
Hiring Event in Ludlow 


Duro-Last Roofing Inc., the world’s largest manufacturer of pre- 
fabricated roofing systems is now hiring for their newest facility in 
Ludlow, Massachusetts. Our Recruiting and Manufacturing Team will 
be taking applications for production openings on Tuesday, February 
21, 2017 from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Lusitano Club, 385 
Winsor St., Ludlow, Massachusetts. There are a variety of production 
positions available in the facility including General Labor, Shipping & 
Receiving, Material Handler, Stockroom, and Inventory Control. 


Starting wage is $13.00 per hour with available overtime as well as a 
wage review after 90 days. We offer a clean working environment and 


excellent full-time benefits. 


Position duties: 


Will work with a qualified trainer to learn Duro-Last policies and 
procedures regarding production operations and safety. Will learn to 
complete production paperwork and complete general housekeeping 
in assigned area. Will attend and participate in scheduled company 
meetings (production, safety, etc.) as required. 


Position Requirements: 


Must be available for all shifts and be able to work overtime 


and weekends 


High School Diploma or GED is required 


Must be 18 years of age 


Previous manufacturing experience is highly desired 
Drug screen and pre-employment physical is required 


Duro-Last Roofing is an Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/D/V 
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Opinion 
OUR VIEW 


Honoring ‘the 
dream’ of unity 


( wo we imagine an America more divided than 
today? 

Of course we can. After all, we went to war 
with each other in the 1860s. And a hundred years lat- 
er, the unextinguished embers of that conflict flared 
anew as, amid ugly, violent resistance on both sides, 
our nation finally took its second steps toward full 
equality under the law. 

During Black History Month, it’s worth remember- 
ing that the fight against Jim Crow and for civil rights 
divided this nation — region against region, but also 
within the North and within the South — in a more 
profound way than it is today. 

Its also worth remembering that violence didnt 
end racism in the 1860s, violence didnt end racism 
in the 1960s, and violence hasn't ended racism since 
then. What has diminished prejudice has been the in- 
spirational, nonviolent example of leaders like Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

Reader Carolyn Mills of Southwick recently shared 
her concern about violent confrontations between 
supporters and opponents of President Trump. Each 
side believes it is fighting a moral and existential 
struggle — as did the civil rights movement. 

“We need to remember what King accomplished 
with a peaceful movement, not anarchy, Mills wrote. 

King’s best-remembered legacy is the “I Have a 
Dream’ speech at the March on Washington in 1963. 
Standing in front of the Lincoln Memorial, he uttered 
words that every schoolchild learns: “I have a dream 
that one day this nation will rise up and live out the 
true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equal: ... I have a 
dream that my four little children will one day live in 
a nation where they will not be judged by the color of 
their skin but by the content of their character. ... One 
day right there in Alabama little black boys and black 
girls will be able to join hands with little white boys 
and white girls as sisters and brothers.’ 

But even as he spoke of the “marvelous new mili- 
tancy of the black community, and rejected “cooling 
off” and “gradualism, he told his allies: 

“Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom 
by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We 
must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane 
of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our cre- 
ative protest to degenerate into physical violence. 
Again and again, we must rise to the majestic heights 
of meeting physical force with soul force’ 

Passions are running high in 2017 — and they 
should be. On both sides of the debates over civil 
liberties, immigration, education policy, freedom of 
speech, worship and the press, and womens rights, 
there's a feeling that the decisions made in the next 
four years will change America forever. 

Let's take a lesson from the man who, half a centu- 
ry ago, did just that — with peace. 


What do you think? Send your letter to the editor to 
aan@turley.com. 


follow us 


@turleynews 





Let us know 


The Agawam Advertiser News, your com- 
munity newspaper, welcomes letters, submis- 
sions, photographs and news tips from resi- 
dents of Agawam and Feeding Hills. 

The best way to contact us is by telephone, 
413-786-7747, or email, aan@turley.com. 

We can also be reached by fax at 413-786- 
8457 and by mail at Turley Publications, 380 
Union St., W. Springfield, MA 01089. 

Advertising Representative John Baskin can 
be reached at jbaskin@turley.com or 413-786- 
7747, ext. 305. 

Managing Editor Michael J. Ballway can be 
reached at mballway@turley.com or 413-786- 
7747, ext. 301. 

Sports Editor David Forbes can be reached 
at dforbes@turley.com or 413-283-8393, ext. 
237. 

Our office is open Monday through Thurs- 
day mornings, and other weekday times by ap- 
pointment. 











Letter to the Editor 





School appreciates community support 


On behalf of the Agawam Junior High 
School, we would like to extend our heart- 
felt gratitude for the overwhelming sup- 
port shown to the faculty and students as 
we mourn the loss of a cherished teacher, 
colleague and friend. The words of encour- 
agement, gifts, donations, and countless 


other acts of kindness are very much ap- 
preciated. This outpouring of support is a 
true testament to this amazing community 
and the legacy and memory of Debbie La- 
Mottte. 


Agawam Junior High School Family 





JAY SPEAKS 


Not championship basketball 


our friends of mine tried out for the 
Pits school basketball team. After 
the first day of tryouts, they urged 

me to join them, and I agreed. 
Compared to most of the other 
boys trying to make the team, we 
looked pretty sad. We couldn't 
shoot. We lost the ball dribbling. 
Our passing efforts never hit 
their mark. However, once in a 
while we could make a foul shot. 
At the end of the week, the 
coach announced his teams. 
None of us were selected. After 
his selection, coach mentioned 








Jay Berger | 


over to us and asked for Henry. We went 
through our routine: “Not only do we not 
have a Henry, but we also do not have a 
star. 

He said, “That’s obvious!” He 
introduced himself as Mel: “I’m 
on sick leave from CCNY (City 
College of New York). I play bas- 
ketball flor Nat Holman (Nat 
Holman was a basketball leg- 
end). If you would want me to 
help your game a little, I would 
like to work with you, while I im- 
prove my health? 

Mel worked with us after 








that we should join the city 

leagues that he was organizing. 

“Put together a team and you will have fun 
all winter, he said. All of us, Harold, Steve, 
Harvey, Phil, as well as I, nodded in agree- 
ment. 

The following week, we went to the or- 
ganizing meeting and said that we would 
like to compete. After entering our names 
we had to give a team name and T-shirt 
color. We looked at each other for a name. 
Finally Steve spoke up. “I have a cousin in 
Syracuse and they named their team ‘Hen- 
ry s All Stars. 

But Steve, I protested, we don't have a 
Henry on the squad, 

“That's good, said Steve. “Then we can 
always blame Henry for our lack of ability” 

“Just super, said Harvey. “Not only no 
Henry, but no stars, as well.’ 

We scheduled some time at the Y to 
work as a team and shortly after, the game 
schedule appeared and it was time for our 
first game. As bad as we were as a team, 
our opponent was even worse. At the half 
we were ahead 17 to 14. In the second half, 
neither team improved and the game end- 
ed with us leading 32 to 27. Over the next 
three weeks we played five more times, and 
won twice and lost three times. 

We just did not play well together, but 
we did have a lot of fun. At the end of the 
fifth game, a man who was watching came 


school hours. He taught us how 

to dribble better. He improved 
our passing game. Showed us how to 
bounce a pass. Pass behind our body. He 
showed us how to set up plays and make 
them work. He showed us a number of 
defensive moves, as well as improved our 
shooting. But even more, he instructed us 
on how to meld together as a team. Not five 
individuals, but one team. 

Mel was able to see us play one game 
against competition before he had to go 
back to school. We did do quite a bit better. 
This game, we prevailed 41 to 31. On our 
bench we found a note from Mel. 

“Thanks for allowing me to work with 
you. I hope my ideas help make you a bet- 
ter team. The one thing I neglected to work 
on was your conditioning. You must devel- 
op stamina so that your second half work 
is as good as your first half. Many teams fall 
apart in the second half because of condi- 
tioning. Best of luck, Mel.’ 

We still could not make the varsity high 
school team, but we did do well in the 
league and worked well as a team, thanks 
to Mel. 


Jay Berger is retired from a job in publish- 
ing and lives in Agawam with his wife Kitty. 
They have three children and six grandchil- 
dren. 
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FAITH MATTERS 


Leaving some things behind 


e have entered a new year, but 
before we entered it we had to 
leave the old year be- 


hind. Many look forward to what 
2017 holds for them but, as excit- 
ing as a new year is, you cant re- 
ally enter until you leave. 

All the blessings of a new year 
can only be received by leaving 
the old behind. Every hope or 
promise to come depends on 
leaving something behind. 

Jesus said to His disciples, 
“Come and follow me’ — they 
had to leave their nets, get out 
of their boats and leave their old 
lives. If they didn't leave, they could not fol- 





Rev. Richard Adams 








PARKER € from page 1 


count on a big smile, a recount of his weekly golf game, and 
stories of his family when he came into the office. 

Parker described his six-decade love for his wife Bobbie — 
born to a Colorado farming family as Barbara Roberts — in 
an autobiographical “Interesting Folks” column on Aug. 31, 
2006. The two met in 1943 at a USO dance in Denver. He was 
serving with the Air Force at Fort Logan, Colo., at the time. 

“I saw this striking, very beautiful redheaded girl enjoying 
herself while dancing with a short, practically bald and over- 
weight G.I., he wrote in his column. “I had hair and I thought, 
if she can enjoy dancing with that guy, she'll dance with me. 

They went on five dates before he was deployed to New 
Guinea and the Philippines, and kept in touch by letter. He 
spent the first half of 1946 in VA hospitals, and returned to his 
native West Springfield that year. He went to Denver Univer- 
sity on the G.I. Bill, married Barbara in 1947 and brought his 
new family — son Douglas had been born in 1948 — back to 
West Springfield following his graduation in 1950. Their sons 
Randy and Andrew were born in 1951 and 1956. 

Parker earned a master’s degree from Springfield College 
and began a 10-year teaching career at Springfield and East 
Longmeadow schools in 1951. In 1961, he left teaching to be- 
come a sales manager for World Book Encyclopedia Co., a job 
he held until retiring in 1988. 

In 1992, he and Bobbie mourned the death at age 41 of 
their son Randy, who became a successful artist in New York 
City. 

“I believe that we as parents who have suffered the loss 
of one of our own children never get over it; he said in his 
column. “Randy's joyful and exceptional personality still lives 
with us and will so forever.’ 

In addition to his newspaper column, Warren was also a 
prolific writer of letters to the editor in the Springfield dai- 
ly newspaper, and wrote three books, “In My Book, “Are You 
In My Book?” and “Live Happier, Live Healthier, Live Longer, 
Maybe!” Writing wasn't his only passion in retirement. Parker 
was an accomplished golfer, playing 18 times in the National 
Senior Olympics and winning many medals on the state level. 

Even after he stopped writing “Interesting Folks” in 2011, 
Parker kept in touch with his former colleagues at the Adver- 
tiser News office in Feeding Hills, Machia recalled. 

“He would come in on Thursdays after his golf game at 
the Agawam Municipal Golf Course,’ Machia said. “He would 
stop in just to say hi’ 

Bobbie died in 2013. In addition to two sons and two 
daughters-in-law, Warren Parker is survived by four grand- 
children. 

His calling hours and funeral were Feb. 15 at Colonial 
Forastiere Funeral Home in Agawam. The family requests that 
in lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Parker's name 
to Shriners Hospital for Children, 516 Carew St., Springfield, 
MA 01104, or to the charity of one's choice. 
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low. The Lord wants us to become like Him 
but to do that we must change — leave 
something behind, 
something old for something 
new. But so many are not willing 
to do so — to go somewhere you 
want to go but are not there, you 
have to leave the place you are. 

Where do you need to go? 
What are the promises you want 
to enter? 
“What must I leave to get where 
I want to go?” 


The Rev. Richard Adams is the 
senior pastor at Bethany Assem- 
bly of God on Main Street, Agawam. 
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789-2026. 


Then ask yourself, 





Bobbie and Warren Parker stand in front of their Valentine Street house in a photo taken for the 
2006 “Interesting Folks” column that he wrote about himself. FILE PHOTO BY KATHY SHEPARD. 
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‘Crazy Love’ back for more 


An evening performance of “Crazy Love, a Valentine 
Cabaret, has been added to the schedule at the Red Door 
Theatre in Feeding Hills Saturday, Feb. 18, at 7:30 p.m. The 
four-member cast played to sold-out houses this past 
weekend. The cabaret is an evening of music and comedy 
as members of the audience sit at candle-lit tables with 
complimentary sparkling cider and chocolates. Tickets are 
$15 and $13 for seniors and may be reserved by calling 413- 


Junior Women to meet Feb. 21 


The Agawam Junior Womens Club will meet Tuesday, 
Feb. 21, at the Agawam Senior Center. A social with re- 
freshments will begin at 6:30 p.m. following by the busi- 
ness meeting at 7 p.m. Prospective members are welcome. 
Entrance is in the back of the Senior Center at 954 Main 
St., Agawam. 


habits. 


over 40 years. I do not drink. 
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Bonomi, Alba M. 

Died Feb. 1 

Funeral Feb. 11 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Agawam 


Colby, Gloria M. 
Died Feb. 10 

Funeral Feb. 15 
Agawam Funeral Home 


Holmes, Marianne 
Died Feb. 1 

Private burial 

Browne Funeral Chapels 
Enfield 


Parker, Warren L. 
Died Feb. 9 

Funeral Feb. 15 

Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Home 


Reynolds, Deborah L. 
Died Feb. 3 

Memorial Service Feb. 18 
Capt. Charles Leonard House 


Sosnowich, William J. 
Died Feb. 5 

Private services 

Agawam Funeral Home 


Webster, Ralph L. 

Died Feb. 7 

Funeral Feb. 17 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Agawam 
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OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


December 8, 2005 
9. Describe, if you will, your eating and drinking 
ANS.: I have been eating well-balanced meals for 


10. Are you a smoker or non-smoker? 


folks in town 


By Warren Parker 





Mayor Richard A. Cohen 


Like many of you who read our town newspaper, I 
have been a resident of Agawam for many years, 50 to be 


exact. And like many of you also I have wondered about ff 


the people who make decisions in running our good town, 
influencing and affecting our environment. 

So I took the opportunity of sitting down with the 
mayor (he prefers to be called Richard) and interviewing 
him, asking him a multitude of questions which he 
answered with much ease and forthrightness. 

Before the actual interview had started, he immediate- 
ly portrayed the natural ability to put one at ease and 
relaxed. His congeniality was impressive and you soon 
know this man is sincere and personable. If you have had 
association with our mayor, I believe you would also come 
away with the same evaluation and assessment of him. 

THE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS: 

1. Tell me about your background - when and where 
were you born and where did you grow up? 

ANS.: I was born on May 10, 1958 with a twin broth- 
er in Springfield but at an early age my family moved to 
Longmeadow. 





MAYOR RICHARD A. COHEN 

7. My having been married to a great woman for over 
58 years, what does it feel like to be a bachelor? 

ANS.: I really enjoy independence. That may sound 
somewhat selfish, but I am a happy man and do much 
enjoy my family, my friends and my job. I enjoy how and 
where when I spend my time. 

8. Do you regularly exercise to stay in condition? 

ANS.: Not like I used to. However, I stay active 
and stay healthy. My brain actually gets most of my exer- 
cise. 


ANS.: A non-smoker. 

11. Do you have any hobbies? 

ANS.: Yes. I very much enjoy coaching the high 
school spring hockey team. We have had some success- 
ful teams at our school. 

12. What are your objectives for our town? 

ANS.: I want our town to be continually strong 
financially. We are strong now. Our bond ratings are up 
and we are doing well. I want us to have a new Senior 
Center. I wish to develop a new park at the section of 
School St. and River Road. This land of 50 acres could 
be well used by the citizens for recreational purposes. I 
want to see that the Feeding Hills section has new sew- 
ers. I’m looking forward to opening our new D.P.W. 

A final, parting remark by the mayor was, “I am 
very happy and proud to be the mayor of Agawam.” 

As taxpayers who provide the revenue which pays 
the salaries of our town employees, we should know 
whether we are getting our money's worth. I am now 
convinced that the salary we pay Mayor Richard Cohen 
is worth every penny we pay. He gave me the confidence 
that we are in good hands and can be not only satisfied 
with our governmental leader, but be proud of the man 
we have come to know better than we did before the 
interview. 


Paul Moran does it nagam for Senior Center 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 


2. Tell me about your educational background. 

ANS.: I graduated from Longmeadow High School in 
1976 and then went to Springfield College and graduated 
there in 1983. 

3. What kind of work did you do before becoming 


Warren Parker’s first interview for the Agawam Advertiser News was of Mayor Richard Cohen, 


published Dec. 8, 2005. FILE IMAGE 


Criminal Defense 
Civil Litigation 
Divorce 


Attorney Anthony C. Bonavita 
1145 Main Street, Suite 503 
Springfield, MA 01103 


413-746-9800 


(Se Habla Espanol, preguntar por Marisol) 
anthonybonavita @ hotmail.com 
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ANGELA'S HAIR SALON 


303A Springfield St., Agawam ° 413-786-6988 
78 Franklin St., Westfield ° 413-562-5988 


WALK-INS WELCOME 


Monday-Friday After 5pm 2a Eyebrow Wax 


ALL HAIRCUTS $1 2 Eyebrow “A or Color 


(Free wash with every haircut) SAVE SAVE 


HIGHLIGHTS/COLOR $35+ $100 OFF r R $00 OFF 


PERMS $40+ W/COUPON | W/COUPON 
Tuesday Senior Discount $10.00 WITH THIS AD. EXP. 3/31/17 





obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





FOR ALL YOUR MASONRY NEEDS 


Locally owned and operated 
Chimneys ¢ Rebuilds ¢ Repairs ¢ Liners 
Concrete ¢ Stairs e Walkways ¢ Patios 
Basement Waterproofing ° Hatchways 

Foundations ¢ Basement Windows 
Retaining Walls e Stonework 


Residential & Commercial 
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
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H ARDY’S 
PROFESSIONAL 


MASONRY 


Check out 
our NEW 
Website 
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hardysprofessionalmasonry.com 
For an expert opinion and FREE estimate call 


413.786.0020 


Agawam, MA 
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Wheelchair basketball clinic offered at no cost 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — CHD Disability 
Resources will offer a free wheelchair bas- 
ketball clinic on Monday, Feb. 20, from 4:30 
to 6 p.m. at CHD’s gymnasium at 69 Capital 
Drive in West Springfield. There is no cost 
to attend and all participants qualify for 
raffles, prizes and giveaways. 

The clinic will be led by Paul Weiland, 
a certified health and physical education 
teacher with an Adaptive Physical Educa- 
tion certification. Weiland, adapted sports 
program coordinator for Chapter 126 
Sports & Fitness, has coached wheelchair 
basketball at the high school and college 
levels and was part of the USA Paralympics 
Wheelchair Basketball Selection Commit- 


tee in 2008. Weiland will be supported by 
volunteer staff, including therapeutic rec- 
reation students from Springfield College 
and varsity basketball players from Spring- 
field College and American International 
College. 

For people interested in getting more in- 
volved with wheelchair basketball, Disabil- 
ity Resources is offering a 10-week program 
on Friday evenings from March 3 through 
May 5, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., at the Pace Gym, 
69 Capital Drive in West Springfield. Play- 
ers will be taught fundamental skills and 
game-related strategies while focusing on 
the values of teamwork and respect. 


Public satety 





FIRE LOG 


The Agawam Fire Department responded to 66 EMS 
calls from Jan. 31 to Feb. 6, and the following emergen- 
cy response calls. 

On Jan. 31 at 4:22 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to Old Farm Road, was dispatched and canceled en 
route. 

On Jan. 31 at 1:20 p.m., the department responded 
to Main Street for motor vehicle accident with no injuries. 

On Jan. 31 at 3:11 p.m., the department responded 
to Springfield Street for lockout. 

On Jan. 31 at 7:58 p.m., the department responded 
to Walnut Street for lockout. 

On Feb. 3 at 3:25 a.m., the department responded to 
Jennie Circle for smoke or odor removal. 

On Feb. 3 at 6:48 p.m., the department responded to 
Suffield Street for lockout. 

On Feb. 4 at 6 a.m., the department responded to 
Bowles Road for alarm system activation no fire — un- 
intentional. 

On Feb. 4 at 7:46 a.m., the department responded to 
Meadowbrook Manor to assist invalid. 

On Feb. 4 at 12:12 p.m., the department responded 
to North Street for lockout. 

On Feb. 4 at 11:57 p.m., the department responded 
to Harding Street for motor vehicle accident with injuries. 
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CLUES ACROSS 38. Cup-like cavity 


CLUES DOWN 


On Feb. 5 at 10:51 a.m., the department responded 
to S. Westfield Street for authorized controlled burning. 

On Feb. 5 at 12:18 p.m., the department responded 
to Main Street for lockout. 

On Feb. 5 at 7:35 p.m., the department responded to 
Hunters Greene Circle for public service. 

On Feb. 6 at 8:31 a.m., the department responded to 
Cooper Street for public service assistance, other. 

On Feb. 6 at 9:22 a.m., the department responded to 
Rowley Street for false alarm or false call, other. 

On Feb. 6 at 5:56 p.m., the department responded to 
Conifer Drive for trash or rubbish fire, contained. 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department responded to 297 
calls for service from Feb. 7 to Feb. 12. The department 
recorded one arrest in its public log. All suspects are 
innocent unless proven guilty in court. 


Sunday, Feb. 12 
John S. Hart, 34, of Springfield Street, Agawam, was 
arrested on a charge of assault and battery with a dan- 
gerous weapon. 
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1. Package 

1. Wear away 

13. Joins a leaf to a stem 

14. Worsen 

16. Promotes 
international 
cooperation (abbr.) 

17. Your folks 

19. Publicity 

20. Moves up 

22. Dept. of Labor 

23. Physicist Enrico 

25. Whitney and Manning 
are two 

26. Human foot (pl.) 

28. Coral is an example 

29, Extended error 
correction 

30. Small amount 

31. Dash 

33. The greatest of all 
time 

34, Middle Eastern 
country 

36. Ravine 


40. Chemical substances 

41. Extremely stupid 
behavior 

43. He built Arantea 

44., Beverage beloved by 
Brits 

45. Cereal plant 

47. Signal 

48. A bar bill 

51. Comedienne Faris 

53. Preface to a book 

55. Stores grain 

56. In a way, medicated 

58. Small island (British) 

59. An Indiana-based 
hoopster 

60. Measures width of 
printed matter 

61. Riders use this to 
transport goods 

64. Once more 

65. Thin layers 

67. Says again 

69. Cleans thoroughly 

70. Warnings 


1. Relating to male 
organ 

2. Indicates position 

3. Covers with frost 

4, Makes a soft 
murmuring sound 

5. Wood 

6. Type of fuel 

7. Confused 

8. Where you go at night 

9, Canadian flyers 

10. Type of birch tree 

11. Beloved Welsh 
princess 

12. Coated 

13. Smooth substance of 
crushed fruit 

15. Improves 
intellectually 

18. A sign of assent 

21. Island-based Italians 

24. Pragmatic 

26. Peter’s last name 

27. A bag-like structure 
in a plant or animal 


32. Sir Samuel __, 
statesman 

35. Summer Olympics 
were just here 

37. Fiddler crabs 

38. Southern military 
academy 

39. Tumors 

4). Speaks incessantly 

43. Sacred sound in 
Indian religions 

46. Transactions 

47. Et- 

49, Reminders 

50. Doesn’t interest 

52. Norse gods 

54. Canola is one type 

55. Beloved sportscaster 
Craig 

57. Irish mother goddess 

59. Daddy 

62. Press against lightly 

63. Sound unit 

66. Master of Ceremonies 

68. Morning 


Brit. 
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Friends gather in memory of Jim Flynn 


On Friday, Feb. 10, at the Italian Sporting Club 
in Agawam, more than 60 friends and coworkers 
of former Agawam Water Department foreman 
Jim Flynn, who unexpectedly passed away in the 
fall of 2015, celebrated his 63rd birthday with Pa- 
jer's Superette antipasto, Valenti’s pizza, birthday 
cake and his signature “Flynner’s World Famous 


Texas Chili? 


Hosted by Flynn's treasured golden retriev- 
er, Jameson, and his adopted parents, Mike and 
Linda Piccin, the event, which included an Irish 
blessing and John Jameson Irish whiskey toast, 
raised over $1,100 for his favorite charity, the Da- 
kin Humane Society. Attendees viewed and were 
able to take their favorites from his thousands of 
photos. One of Jim’s life's passions was photogra- 


phy, as was skiing throughout the world. 


Paula Montagna, the organizer of the annual 
event, would like to thank sponsors Fred Pajer, 
Joe Valenti and Flynn's lifelong friends, Dan Car- 
oleo and Lou Ramah, and all who helped out and 
attended, making this year’s party another suc- 


cess. 


Mike and Linda Piccin are pictured with Jameson, the 
beloved dog of the late Jim Flynn, at a party held to 


celebrate his 63rd birthday. SUBMITTED PHOTO 





Gillis named shareholder at law firm 


SPRINGFIELD — Bacon Wilson P.C. has 
announced that Melissa Gillis and Thomas 
Reidy have been promoted to 
shareholders of the firm. Gillis is 
a resident of Feeding Hills; Reidy 
lives in South Hadley. 

Upon making the announce- 
ment, managing partner Ken- 
neth J. Albano noted, “Melissa 
and Tom are exceptional attor- 
neys and have distinguished 
themselves with their hard work 
and commitment to their clients 
and the firm. It has been a plea- 
sure watching over the years as 
they worked to grow their individual legal 
practices and their community involve- 
ment. On behalf of all of our shareholders, 





Melissa Gillis 


we look forward to working with Melissa 
and Tom for years to come. 

Gillis is a member of Bacon 
Wilson’s family law team. She 
regularly represents clients both 
in court and for alternative dis- 
pute resolution, and is a certi- 
fied mediator. Gillis is a trustee 
of Elms College in Chicopee. 

Bacon Wilson P.C. is one of 
the largest firms in the Pioneer 
Valley, with 42 lawyers, and 
approximately 60 paralegals, 
administrative assistants, and 
support staff, with offices in 
Springfield, Amherst, Northampton and 


Westfield. 





Gallagher graduates from basic training 


SAN ANTONIO, Texas — U.S. Air Force 
Air National Guard Airman Ist Class Conor 
Gallagher graduated from basic military 
training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lack- 
land in Texas. 

Gallagher completed an_ intensive, 
eight-week program that included train- 
ing in military discipline and studies, Air 
Force core values, physical fitness, and 
basic warfare principles and skills. Airmen 
who complete basic training also earn four 
credits toward an associate in applied sci- 
ence degree through the Community Col- 
lege of the Air Force. 

Gallagher is the son of Peter Gallagher 
of Feeding Hills and Lisa Cordero of Lud- 
low. He is a 2013 graduate of Holyoke Cath- 
olic High School in Chicopee. 





Conor Gallagher 


Grinspoon Foundation recieves health award 


Harvard Pilgrim Health Care Founda- 
tion announced that it awarded nearly $2.5 
million in grants to more than 900 nonprof- 
it organizations in more than 300 commu- 
nities in Connecticut, Maine, Massachu- 


Need A Mattress? 
Perfect Mattress 51 99 


Create Your 


ví Choose Your Size 


King, Queen, Full, Twin, also Special Custom Sizes 


Cie Choose Your Support 


Memory Foam, Natural Latex, Pocket Coil, Traditional Spring 


mM Choose Your Comfort 


Rock Hard, Pillow Soft, somewhere between or both sides different 


SI gma Mattress Factory 


> 69 Garden Street www. sigqmamattress.com 
(413)789-1080 


P—- | 


* Feeding Hills, MA 





setts and New Hampshire in 2016. Since 
its inception in 1980, the foundation has 
granted more than $140 million in funds 
throughout the four states. 

Among the 2016 recipients was the 
Harold Grinspoon Char- 
itable Foundation at 67 
Hunt St., Agawam, which 
was awarded $5,000 in sup- 
port of its farmer challenge 
grant program. 

In 2016, more than $1.4 
million in grants was dis- 
tributed to the Founda- 
tions Healthy Food Fund 
initiatives within the re- 
gion, with funds support- 
ing programs that grow, 
distribute and/or market 
fresh food for low-income 
families and communities 
across the region.’ 


Youth 
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Grandparents, grandchildren invited to playgroup 


St. David's Episcopal Church is again 
holding a playgroup for grandparents and 
grandchildren on Wednesdays from 9:30 
to 10:50 a.m. The group is opportunity for 
grandparent caregivers and their grand- 
children to socialize with others. 

In addition to time for free play, the 
group will have fun with large motor skills 


play, music and dancing. 

Preschoolers from infancy to age 5 and 
their grandparents are welcome. ‘The play- 
group follows the Agawam Schools calen- 
dar and will cancel when they do. 

The church is at 699 Springfield St., 
Feeding Hills, next to Agawam Police Head- 
quarters. 


Vacation with history, activities at Armory 


SPRINGFIELD — School vacation 
week is a fun time at Springfield Armory 
National Historic Site. Visitors are able to 
meet live raptors, make a pinecone bird 
feeder, a postcard, or make a Park Ranger 
hat. 

A wide range of Junior Ranger activi- 
ties will be offered and those taking part 
will earn a badge, patch and certificate. 
All activities take place from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Wednesday through Sunday. Admis- 
sion and all activities are free of charge. 
The Armory is still closed to the public on 
Mondays and Tuesdays. 

School vacation week kicks off on Sat- 
urday, Feb. 18, with the Birds of Prey pre- 
sentation with rehabilitator and wildlife 


biologist Tom Ricardi of the Massachu- 
setts Bird of Prey Rehabilitation Facility. 
The program is free but reservations are 
required at 413-734-8551. 

The Springfield Armory National His- 
toric Site is the location of the nation’s 
first armory (1794-1968), established by 
George Washington. The site includes his- 
toric grounds, buildings and the world’s 
largest historic American military fire- 
arms collection. There is ample parking 
and the building is wheelchair accessible. 
The museum is open Wednesday through 
Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., November until 
Memorial Day. For further information 
call 413-734-8551, or visit www.nps.gov/ 
spar or www.facebook.com/sparnhs. 


storrowton Village offers winter vacation program 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — Storrowton 
Village Museum is offering its annual “A 
Day Away in the Past” winter school vaca- 
tion program, Feb. 22 and 23 from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., on the grounds of Eastern States 
Exposition in West Springfield. The one- 
day program is open to children ages 7-12. 
Advance registration is required. 

During “A Day Away in the Past,’ stu- 
dents will travel back to the 1800s and 


experience early American life in the his- 
toric Storrowton Village. Youngsters will 
dress in period-inspired clothing and learn 
about history and traditions of yesteryear 
through a unique, hands-on approach. 

The cost for the one-day program is $50. 
Registration must be received by Feb. 17. 
To register or for more information, call the 
Storrowton Village Museum office at 413- 
205-5051. 





AHS COUNSELING BULLETIN 


College acceptances 

Kayla Borchers — Holyoke Community College; Troy 
Carroll — Western New England University; Amanda 
Delore — Western New England University, Westfield 
State University; Allyson Dubiel — Westfield State Uni- 
versity; Juste Gavelyte — Roger Williams University, 
southern New Hampshire University, University of New 
Hampshire, University of New Haven: Garrett Hollander 
— Florida Atlantic University, University of South Florida; 
Rayna Ramirez — Curry College, Emmanuel College, 
Roger Williams University, Southern New Hampshire 
University; Arriana Pugliano — Curry College, Keene 
State College, Southern New Hampshire University; Te- 
odoro Vivenzio — New England College, University of 
New Haven, Southern New Hampshire University. 


Special interest programs 

This year’s Springfield National College Fair will be a 
one-day event on Monday, April 3, with a morning and 
evening session. The fair will be held in the Young Build- 
ing at the Big E in West Springfield from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
and 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

The International Union of Operating Engineers Local 
98 will be accepting applications for its Apprenticeship 
Program for Feb. 27-March 3 or March 6-10. The pro- 
gram will run Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. More 
information is available in the Counseling Center. 

The American Student Assistance College Planning 
Centers offer free assistance with completing financial 
aid applications, both in-person, at centers, and over the 
phone (877-332-4348). Additionally, the Boston College 
Planning Center is holding FAFSA workshops every Sat- 
urday from 10 to 11 a.m. and Federal Student Aid ID 
workshops every Tuesday from 6 to 7 p.m. More infor- 
mation is available from Kristi Pierce at 617-728-4608. 

The Theta lota Lambda Chapter of the Alpha Phi Al- 
pha Fraternity will host its ninth annual Senator Edward 
Brooke Ill Oratorical Scholarship Competition on Sat- 
urday, April 29. This highly educational and successful 
event is open to African American and Latino male high 
school students in Western Massachusetts who have 
the desire to attend college following high school grad- 
uation. Applications are available at springfieldalphas. 
weebly.com/oratorical.html and are due by March 3. 

New England Institute of Technology will be hosting a 
series of Career Education Days to help students learn 
more about their potential careers. Engineering and 
Communications Day: March 3; Health Day: April 7. To 
register for any of these events, visit NEIT.edu/Career- 
Education. 

springfield Technical Community College and Holy- 
oke Community College are again offering the chance 
for current juniors and seniors to take up to one free 
course in each semester through the College Now pro- 
gram. This is a great way to earn college credits while in 
high school while trying courses that may be helpful in 
exploring a potential career interest. See your counselor 
for details. 


Bryant University, in partnershio with Pricewater- 
houseCoopers, one of the nation’s top accounting firms, 
will host the PricewaterhouseCoopers Accounting Ca- 
reers Leadership Institute from June 25-30. This is an 
exciting and educational week-long opportunity for Lati- 
no/a and African American or black high school rising 
seniors to learn more about the accounting profession 
and the key role accountants play in society. Except for 
transportation to and from the program, there is no fee 
to participate. Please see your counselor for more in- 
formation. 

springfield College will host a Social Justice Sum- 
mer Academy from June 26 to 29. Students will work 
in small learning communities exploring the concept of 
social justice through self-reflection, team building ac- 
tivities, organizing, self-expression, and critical thinking 
through a variety of discussions and projects. The cost 
of the program is $50 and more information is available 
at springfield.edu/summerprograms. 


Scholarship information 

Students should see their counselor or visit the web- 
sites for more information or an application: Ann and 
Tony Odierna Community Service Award; Henry David 
Thoreau Foundation; GE-Reagan Foundation Scholar- 
ship Program; Walter S. Barr Scholarship; Pioneer Valley 
Chapter / Co-operative Credit Union Association; Jour- 
nalism Foundation of New England Rebekah Assembly 
of Massachusetts; Pioneer Valley Chapter of the Mas- 
sachusetts Credit Unions; Springfield Alumnae Chapter 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority; Community Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts; Edward P. Boland Scholarship; 
Valley Press Club; Agawam High School PTSO; Agawam 
Golden Age Club; Arthur J. Leary Scholarship; Ray and 
Reita McCarroll Memorial Scholarship; Andrew Gallano 
scholarship for the Arts; Charles H. Heyl Vocational/ 
Technical Scholarship/Grant; GFWC Agawam Junior 
Women’s Club Scholarship; Mouneimneh Future Teach- 
er Scholarship; Agawam Lions Club; Stephen Phillips 
Memorial Scholarship Fund; Jewish Endowment Fund: 
William J. Miller Scholarship; New England Association 
for College Admission Counseling Essay Contest; Holy- 
oke Credit Union Scholarship; American College Foun- 
dation Visionary Scholarship; William B. Menard Memo- 
rial Scholarship; B. Davis Scholarship; Kiwanis Club of 
West Springfield/Agawam; Aspiring Fashion Profession- 
al Scholarship; Aspiring Animation Professional Scholar- 
ship; Abbott & Fenner Business Consultants; Women’s 
Golf Association of Massachusetts; Aspiring Nurse 
scholarship; Aspiring Business Professional Scholar- 
ship; Michael Yasick ADHD Scholarship by Shireis 

Meritaid.com: On this free website, students can 
complete a profile and then access the college merit 
scholarships that match their profile. This organization 
does not sell its email lists to third parties. The site in- 
cludes a comprehensive directory of merit scholarships 
and academic scholarships across the country. 


Principal interest 


h Vili | E. 
Granger School Principal Cheryl Salomão chats with Corrie Sutter, who brought her son Mor- 
gan Platter, right, and his friend Chris Sonsini to the school’s pancake supper fundraiser Jan. 
18 at Partners Restaurant in Feeding Hills. More photos were printed in the Jan. 26 Agawam 
Advertiser News. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


Kids invited to PBS learning fair Feb. 25 


SPRINGFIELD — The WGBY Love for 
Learning PBS Kids fan fair is Saturday, Feb. 
25, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. 

The WGBY Love for Learning event is 
a kid-oriented, family-friendly celebration 
of PBS Kids. Children often come dressed 
as their favorite PBS Kids character. They 
meet and take photos with live PBS Kids 
characters, play at various show-themed 
activity stations, enjoy fun and games 
hosted by community partners, and join 
children’s book authors and illustrators for 
live demonstrations. 

This is a free event, with a suggested do- 





nation benefiting public television in west- 
ern New England, and all the characters 
will be available to all those in attendance. 
Early registration, which can be done on- 
line with credit card donation, includes 
“express admission” and an exclusive 10 
a.m. meet-and-greet with characters. To 
reserve a spot early, visit WGBY.org/fan- 
fair. The early online registration requires 
a donation of $10 per adult, $5 per child. 

Event attendees will receive discounted 
admission to the Naismith Memorial Bas- 
ketball Hall of Fame museum on the day of 
the event. 


AGAWAM DENTAL CARE 
1182 Springfield St. 
Feeding Hills, MA 


413-786-7313 


agawamdentalcare.com 


Join our Family Dental Office as we 
celebrate Childrens Dental Health Month. 
Call for an appointment today! 
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HOMES 1 


Walnut Street, Tuckahoe, Tennis Road. Ev- 
erywhere should be looked at.’ 

Donna Jago made the case for “tiny 
houses” — a new trend in building 500 to 
1,000 square foot residences that require 
less maintenance and lower utility bills. 
She said they could represent a compro- 
mise for empty-nesters who dont see 
themselves as “apartment people.’ 

“For those of us who have been fortu- 
nate enough to live in a single-family home 
for many years, now it could be difficult to 
leave the home and the yard and the ga- 
rage, Jago said, but most communities in 
Massachusetts, like Agawam, don't accom- 
modate tiny homes in their zoning regula- 
tions. “Florida, North Carolina, Washing- 
ton and Oregon, they re all coming up with 
these lovely, very attractive communities 
that allow people to downsize, 

Consultant Jennifer Goldson, from Bos- 
ton, led the workshop, which was intended 
to set goals for a Housing Production Plan 
to be written later this year. The plan's pri- 
mary purpose is to increase the amount of 
“affordable housing” in town — subsidized 
units for low-income residents. The state 
expects every town to meet a goal of hav- 
ing 10 percent of its housing units at the af- 
fordable level. Those that have not met the 
target, like Agawam, are vulnerable to an 
affordable housing developer asking for a 
comprehensive permit under Chapter 40B 
of state law, which allows them to ignore 
local zoning and permitting. 

A second workshop will be held in the 
Senior Center at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 4, 
to work on strategies. 


Driven by demographics 

While the number of residents aged 20- 
39 is projected to stay about the same be- 
tween the 2010 census and 2030, the town 
is expected to be significantly grayer in a 
dozen years time. 

Goldson, said projections show dou- 
ble-digit percentage decreases in the age 
0-19 and age 40-59 brackets, while ages 
60-69 will see a 25 percent rise, 70-79 a 49 
percent jump and 80-plus an increase of 34 
percent. Those retirees and empty-nesters 
may drive a trend toward more apartment- 
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and walkable neighborhood-based living. 

At the same time, said Goldson, the 
younger generations — Generation X and 
the Millennials — are showing less interest 
in the traditional detached, single-family 
suburban home, and are more likely to seek 
a rental unit in a multi-family building. 

Only some of the town's younger and 
older residents will qualify as residents of 
affordable housing, as defined by Chapter 
40B. Though the Housing Production Plan 
is intended to focus on meeting the town's 
40B obligations, it could optionally address 
any housing need in Agawam, even those 
that primarily affect middle-income resi- 
dents. 

“Affordable housing, as defined by 
Chapter 40B, must be subsidized or guar- 
anteed by a long-term agreement or deed 
restriction. It must be open to purchase or 
rental by anyone — not just existing town 
residents. The key factor is that it must be 
priced so that it is affordable to an individ- 
ual or family earning 80 percent or less of 
the median income in the Springfield met- 
ropolitan area — roughly speaking, Hamp- 
den and Hampshire counties combined. 

Those standards are $29,150 per year 
for a single person, $33,300 for a two-per- 
son family, $37,450 for a three-person fam- 
ily, $41,600 for a four-person family. All 
incomes in the household are counted; all 
members of the household, including chil- 
dren, are counted. 

The plan would include a needs assess- 
ment, which has already been done, as well 
as goals and strategies to meet the 10 per- 
cent goal, and a realistic five-year action 
plan to implement at least some of the 
goals. 

Having a plan in place, and adding at 
least 0.5 percent affordable housing toward 
the 10 percent goal, places a community in 
a one-year “safe harbor” during which it 
can reject 40B proposals. In Agawam, this 
would mean adding 60 units of affordable 
housing every year. 

Among the other priorities that Aga- 
wam residents identified were: 

e Allowing accessory (“in-law”) apart- 
ments in single-family homes 

e Building to serve handicap and limit- 
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City Council President James Cichetti talks to participants in the Housing Production Plan communi- 


ty workshop on Feb. 13. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


Current inventory 


Agawam currently has 505 units of affordable housing, as defined by Chapter 40B of state law. There are 
12,091 total housing units in the town; Agawam would have to add 704 more subsidized affordable units to 
meet the state’s target of 10 percent. 


Current affordable units in Agawam: 
Pheasant Hill Village 
Meadowbrook Manor 
Colonial Haven 

Brady Village 

Country View 

Danahy Schoolhouse 
Hale Meekins Residence 
Wade Park Village 

DDS Group Homes 


off South West Street 
off Wright Street 

886 Main St. 

775 Springfield St. 

95 N. Westfield St. 

51 Maple St. 

203 School St. 

24-36 Franklin St. 
(locations confidential) 


200 units 
64 units 
52 units 
44 units 
AQ units 
35 units 
15 units 
7 units 
A8 units 


All are rental units. The affordable restriction on Pheasant Hill expires in 2019, and on Hale Meekins in 


2036. The rest are restricted in perpetuity. 





ed-mobility accessibility 

e Senior “community living” projects, 
with common kitchens and other ameni- 
ties 

e Grocery store and other revitalization 
of Walnut Street Extension area to support 
a walkable mixed-use neighborhood there 

e “Cluster zoning” to preserve open 
space 


e Working to prevent foreclosures in 
Agawam 

e Finding open land that can be devel- 
oped into affordable housing 

e Using more Community Preservation 
Act money on housing 

e Finding the right developers for inno- 
vative multi-family projects 
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all felt like he was talking directly to us. It 
was about his life, his addiction, and how 
he overcame it. It was something all of us 
in high school need to hear.’ 

The Feb. 10 presentation was jointly 
funded by the school district and Shane's 
Foundation, which was created by Tracy 
Wilkie, who introduced Herren. The foun- 
dation is named after her oldest son, an 
AHS graduate who died of a heart attack in 
2014 related to drug use. 

Wilkie’s mission is to keep other young- 
sters from getting hooked on drugs by 
helping them learn to make good choices 
in their lives. A large poster with a photo of 
Shane in his AHS football jersey stood on 
stage as a reminder of the personal tragedy 
and heartache substance abuse can cause 
kids and families. 

Now 41, Herren was an outstanding 
high school basketball player in Fall River 
during the early 1990s and was among the 
top 20 high school players in the country. 
On the court, his life seemed perfect. Off 
the court, it was a mess. He began drinking 
at age 14, then started using drugs, includ- 
ing cocaine. 

Herren achieved his dream of playing 
with the NBA — but it was short-lived. He 
played one season with the Denver Nug- 
gets and another with the Boston Celtics. 
Substance abuse killed his NBA career and 
nearly destroyed his life. 

When a counselor told Herren in Au- 
gust 2008 his family would be better off 
if he were dead, he hit rock bottom, refo- 
cused his life, and got clean and sober. 

Two years later Herren became a moti- 
vational speaker. Since then he's delivered 
his message to more than a million high 
schoolers, making more than 250 presenta- 
tions a year. He frankly discusses his past 
reliance on substances in hopes of keeping 
teenagers from making the bad decisions 
he made. 

Herren encouraged AHS students not to 
be afraid to talk about how they feel, or to 
think doing drugs and drinking will make 
them feel better or increase their popular- 
ity at school. 
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Tract Wilkie stands in front of a photo of her old- 
est son, Shane, while she introduces former NBA 
star Chris Herren. The presentation was jointly 
funded by Shane’s Foundation, which honors 
the AHS graduate whose 2014 death from a 
heart attack was related to drug abuse. 


Not ‘cool’ 

“There's nothing cool about using drugs 
or alcohol,’ said Herren, who grew up with 
an alcoholic father and a mother who suf- 
fered with depression. He used drinks and 
drugs to escape his home life. 

“I wish I had had the ability to com- 
municate how I felt; Herren said. “I wish 
I didnt walk around my house saying, ‘I 
scored 2,000 points, I’m a McDonalds All 
American, I'm a Massachusetts Player of 
the Year three years in a row, they write 
books about me. I must feel great: I never 
felt great. 

Senior Brian Keefe said Herren’s sto- 
ry was relevant to what happens in high 
school with peer pressure, lack of self-es- 
teem, family issues and other reasons that 
may cause kids to start using drugs. 

“It could be anyone of us he was talking 
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Agawam High School students listen to former NBA star Chris Herren’s brutally honest presentation 
last Friday about how drug abuse unraveled his life and career. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MIKE 


LYDICK 


about, added Keefe. 

Zachary Hodges said he “loved” hearing 
Herren’s talk. He said Herren’s message that 
drinking and drugs may seem like fun and 
games when it starts, “but 20 years later 
you realize youve thrown your life away, 
resonated with him. 

Hodges added that the warning from 
a former star athlete serves as a counter 
message to some of the “stupid stuff” other 
notable athletes do that promotes drinking 
among teenagers. 

His classmate Jack Chamberland add- 
ed that many kids at AHS, especially those 
who play sports, can relate to Herren. 

“He was a regular kid like we are, said 
Chamberland. “He played sports. He knows 
what stressful situations are like’? 

One lesson from Herren that stood out 
for Hodges was Herrens urging for kids to 
hang out with other kids who are better 
than they are to avoid substance abuse. 

“Ultimately, when you make bad deci- 


sions its because of who you hang around 
with or who your friends are, said Hodges. 
“Surrounding yourself with good people 
is definitely something you can carry with 
you the rest of your entire life.’ 

Herren made two presentations at AHS 
— seniors and juniors in the morning and 
sophomores and freshmen in the after- 
noon. Hes scheduled to talk with Agawam 
Junior High School students next month. 

Wilkie worked with the superintendent, 
the mayor, and school faculty for more than 
a year to bring Herren to Agawam. 

“I heard him speak at an event and 
found his story to be as real and heart- 
breaking as it gets, she said. 

Wilkie added that Herren's presentation 
is part of a district-wide effort to create 
programs for schools to combat the na- 
tion's substance abuse epidemic. 

“The only way I see out of it is to educate 
early and continually — prevention is the 
only thing that will stop it,’ she said. 
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www.facebook.com/ AgawamAdvertiserNews 
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Lyne went through an interview process 
as well as writing an essay before dressing 
up in a gown and being escorted down the 
stairs at the coronation breakfast on Feb. 
12. She said going through the interview 
with the judging panel was nerve-racking, 
but she got used to it. 

“I was very nervous going in, she said. 
“But once we started talking, all my nerves 
went away, and I felt like I was really my- 
self? 

Her family had participated in other 
communities, and Agawam’ competition 
— now in its 16th year — is relatively young 
compared to longtime participants in the 
Holyoke St. Patrick's Day Parade, such as 
the host city itself, or Chicopee. Lyne said 
she did not realize how many events Aga- 
wam gets involved in during the St. Pat- 
rick’s Day “season” 

‘Tm so proud to represent Agawam and 
my family and friends,’ she said. “I cannot 
wait for the Colleen gathering where we 
get to meet all the other Colleens and their 
courts from the area.’ 

Like many past Colleens, Lyne does her 
share of volunteer work. She is hoping to 
use her volunteer experience to bring her 
unique touch to being Colleen. 

“I volunteer at the Parish Cupboard, 
said Lyne, referring to the food pantry and 
meal site that serves Agawam and West 
Springfield. “I would love to somehow give 
back to them with my court. It is such a 
great organization and they help so many 
people. 

Prior to being named the Colleen, Lyne 
had already made some headlines in the 
fall, as she signed a letter of intent to play 
womens lacrosse at the University of New 
Haven. She is planning to study psychology. 

Lyne enjoys art and she is part of the Art 
Honors program at Agawam High School 
as well as the National Honor Society. She 
also enjoys snowboarding. 

Joining her on the court will be Jenna 
Gamelli, Bianca Culhane, Lydia Koury and 
Bailey Laviolette. The other participants 
in the contest were Katie Grasso, Abaigeal 
Malouin and Erin Berthiaume. 
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Newly crowned Colleen Hailey Lyne beams as 
the crowd cheers for her at Chez Josef on Feb. 


12. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCl- 
BELLI 


The Colleen and her court will partic- 
ipate in a number of activities from now 
until the St. Patrick's Day Parade in Holy- 
oke on Sunday, March 19. Among the local 
activities will be corned beef and cabbage 
dinner at the Senior Center, the gathering 
of all towns’ Colleens, which Agawam will 
host at Crestview Country Club, and the St. 
Patrick's Day Road Race the day before the 
parade. 

In the parade itself, Lyne and her court 
will ride on a float that will be the center- 
piece of Agawam’ marching contingent. 

At Sunday's breakfast, the Agawam St. 
Patrick’s Committee also presented its an- 
nual awards. Vera Conway was named the 
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State Sen. Donald Humason gives citations to the St. Patrick’s Committee’s three awardees, Vera 
Conway, Laurie 0’Connell and Edward Borgatti. 
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parade marshal and will lead the Agawam 
division in the parade. Laurie O'Connell, a 
member of the St. Patrick's Committee, was 


given the Anne Sullivan Award. Edward 
Borgatti was the recipient of the Citizen- 
ship Award. 
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WRESTLING 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 


gscibelli@turley.com 
WEST SPRINGFIELD - ‘The 
Minnechaug Regional High 


School wrestling team crowned 
two champions on Saturday af- 
ternoon at West Springfield High 
School. 

Benton Whitley and Ryan 
Monteiro both became Western 
Massachusetts Division 1 cham- 
pions for the second straight year. 
But both achieved the feat after 
moving up weight classes this 
year. 

Whitley, who has been un- 
defeated this season, won the 
220-pound weight class in a sec- 
ond period pinfall over Davyn 
Peterson from Putnam Vocation- 
al. Whitley had a relatively easy 
route to the title. 

There were only seven compet- 
itors in the weight class, which 
allowed Whitley to get an auto- 
matic semifinal bid. He defeated 
Jerry Kim, a talented grappler 
from Central, with a 35-second 
pin. 

He then went to the finals and 


» @turleysports 





www.turleysports.com 





IE Jacebook.com/turleysports 





took control of the match. But the 
match went into the second peri- 
od before Whitley got the fall. 

Monteiro won at 145-pound 
last year. This year, he made the 
move to 152 pounds. He scored 
two technical falls, beating Leo 
Sierra from Longmeadow and 
Chris Barrera from Central. 

He went up against Jaron 
Brown from Putnam in the finals 
and picked up an 11-2 win, con- 
trolling most of the match. He 
almost had pinfalls a couple of 
times, but never lost the advan- 
tage. 

Central High School captured 
the team title, compiling 271.5 
points. Putnam was second and 
host West Springfield came in 
third. Chicopee Comprehensive 
was fourth with 111 points, Lud- 
low came in fifth with 105 points, 
Agawam sixth with 103 points, 
and Minnechaug placed seventh 
with 90.5 points. Chicopee placed 
ninth with 72.5 points. 

There was 12 teams in the run- 
ning this year, though many of the 
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Callum Hastings wrestles a first-round match at 170 pounds. TUR 


Kozlak a runner-up at Western Mass. 
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BOYS BASKETBALL 


Brownies a 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The complexion 
of Agawam’s season has changed 
significantly in the past week, 
and now the Brownies find them- 
selves just one win away from 
qualifying for the Western Massa- 
chusetts Division 1 Tournament. 
If Agawam can win one of its final 
three games of the season, they 
would qualify with 10 wins. 

But it will be a challenge. Aga- 
wam will face Minnechaug, Long- 
meadow, and Sabis to close out its 


Season. 
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John Wright dribbles around a Ludlow guard. TURLEY PUB- 


Each team owns a win over the 
Brownies. 

But Agawam has run rough 
shot on the rest of the Suburban 
League with four straight wins, 
including a 60-52 win over Lud- 
low last Wednesday night, and 
then a 65-49 win against Belcher- 
town last Friday night. 

The Brownies offense got off 
to a great start, and their 26-7 run 
in the second gave Agawam at 
17-point lead at halftime. 

Agawam came out of the gate 
still in control, limiting the Ori- 
oles to single digits in the third 
quarter to take a 25-point lead. 








win away from tourney 


With the game well in hand, 
Agawam would insert most of 
its bench into the game for the 
fourth quarter. Belchertown had 
a pretty good run late in the game, 
but were behind by way too much 
to make a comeback. 

Meesha Ohradka had a huge 
night and has been playing very 
strong of late. He was been per- 
forming well on both sides of the 
ball and led all scorers with 20 
points, including a pair of treys. 
John Wright was next with 12 
points, and Zach Moccio and Jon 
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Jon LeClair heads up for a shot. 


HOCKEY 





Cody Juzba sets up on the left side to make a shot. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY 
DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Lions end Agawam’s 
playoff berth hopes 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The Agawam High 
School ice hockey team was seek- 
ing to keep its very slim playoff 
hopes alive after knocking off Chi- 
copee High School. 

But last Tuesday night, it was 
Ludlow that managed to pick 
its first league win of the season 
when it edged out the Brownies 
4-3 at Olympia Ice Center. 

For the second straight game, 
it was a back-and-forth battle as 
the lead continuously changed 
hands, and there were a number 
of ties. 

But Ludlow scored the final 
goal in the third period and were 
able to hold down their goal in the 
final few minutes of the game. 


Ludlow has struggled all sea- 
son in the Berry Division before 
finally scoring the big upset over 
Agawam. Ludlows only success 
prior to that had been a couple 
of wins in independent games 
against Division 3A teams. 

Ludlow also controlled much 
of the possession during the 
game, outshooting Agawam by 
12. Agawam has been outshot in 
nearly every game this season, 
even games they have won. 

Ludlow got two goals from Lo- 
gan Cognac, while Aidan McBride 
and Max Cocchi each contributed 
goals. Cognac and Cocchi each 
finished with three points. 

Preston Kozub, who plays de- 
fense for Agawam, made a big im- 
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weight classes had just eight competitors 
or less, making it a very fast tournament. 

Ludlow’s Dylan Beddow captured the 
crown at 113 pounds. He defeated a tough 
competitor in Comps Brandon Moreau by 
major decision 17-5. K.J. Sotomayer came 
up just a bit short at 106 pounds. The Lud- 
low wrestler lost 7-4 by decision. At 132 
pounds, Cesar Alvan, who has had a great 
season for the Lions, won a 6-4 decision 
over Josh Bergeron from West Springfield. 

Comps Wilfredo David battled it out 
with Jerome Williams at 182 pounds. He 
was edged out 11-10. At heavyweight, Chris 
David reached the finals, losing by a 5-1 de- 
cision against Central's Chaas St. Phard. 

Chicopees Rudy Hernandez was a run- 
ner up at 120 pounds. He lost to Matthew 
Garcia from Central 15-0. Teammate Ray- 
mond Heredia lost to Xavier Chapman 
from Putnam by a 3-2 decision in the 
138-pound final. 

Agawams Spencer Kozlak had his sec- 
ond straight championship run for the 
Brownies, but fell short in the 195-pound 
final. He lost by an 11-5 decision against 


Troy Carroll grapples in his first match in 
the 152-pound bracket. 


To Mendrala tries to work out of trouble in the 145-pound quarterfinal. 


e e y 
Puss CENTER D 
20 Vining Hill Road, Southwick, MA 


www.strainfamilyequestrian.com 


The 
Strain Famil 
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Putnam's Phillip Rankin. 

Minnechaugs Lucas Gobel has been 
strong all season. He was defeated in the 
160-pound final, losing to Ahmad Sharif by 
a 3-1 decision. 

The top six wrestlers in each weight 
class are heading to the state tournament. 
Here are the rest of the competitors that 
will head to Reading High School this 
weekend: 

106 pounds: Sean Monteiro (Min- 
nechaug), Caleb Dion (Comp). 113 pounds: 
Ivain Diaz (Chicopee). 126 pounds: Pedro 
Baez (Comp), Michael Caracciolo (Aga- 
wam). 138 pounds: Hayden Mendrala (Aga- 
wam), Matt Swenor (Chicopee), Charlie 
Vargas (Comp). 145 pounds: Harrison Men- 
drala (Agawam), Domenic Coelho (Lud- 
low). 152 pounds: Troy Carroll (Agawam). 
160 pounds: Dom Ledoux (Agawam), Jaid- 
en Giza (Ludlow). 170 pounds: Callum 
Hastings (Agawam), Chris Calaf (Comp). 
182 pounds: Xavier Lamas (Ludlow). 195 
pounds: Tim Saloio (Ludlow). 220 pounds: 
Devin Soliere (Comp). 


E mp 
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Hayden Mendrala has a quarterfinal match at 138 
pounds. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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Last week’s scores 


Tuesday, Feb. 7 
Ice Hockey 
Ludlow 4, Agawam 3 
Wednesday, Feb. 8 
Boys Basketball 
Agawam 60, Ludlow 52 
Wrestling 
Agawam 48, Ludlow 21 
Thursday, Feb. 9 
All games ppd. (snow) 
Friday, Feb. 10 
Boys Basketball 
Agawam 65, Belchertown 49 
Saturday, Feb. 11 
Ice Hockey 
Agawam at Marblehead, n 


Jared Durocher shoots from beyond the arc. 


















Fishing show, March 12 


AGAWAM - The 2017 Agawam 
Fishing and Hunting Show will be 
held on Sunday, March 12 from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Polish American Club 
on Southwick Street in Feeding Hills. 
Admission to the event is $2 and park- 
ing is free of charge. There will be raf- 
fle prizes and there is an opportunity 
to buy, sell, and trade new and used 
fishing and hunting gear. No guns will 
be bought or sold at this event. There 
is table space still available. For more 
information, please contact Dave Dus- 
sault at (413) 427-0846. 


cee covering g him. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY 


GREGORY A. SCIBELL| 
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LeClair had 10 pionts each. 

Last Wednesday night, the Brownies 
made up a snow-out against Ludlow High 
School. 

This was a case of Agawam needing to 
play well for the entire game to get the win. 
Agawam would be locked in a close battle 
at halftime, but got out to a good start in 
the third quarter. 

Ohradka and LeClair both played real- 
ly strong in third, helping create turnovers 
and crashing the boards to give Agawam 
some momentum. Ludlow was limited 
to just two baskets in the third, and the 
Brownies took a 12-point lead to the fourth. 
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Wright would finish the game with 15 
points to lead the team, while Ohradka 
had 14 points. LeClair and Moccio finished 
with nine points each. 

With an eight-team league and 14 of 
the team's 20 regular season games against 
league opponents, coach Dave Federico 
has emphasized the importance of getting 
league wins. 

At 6-5, Agawam does not have a chance 
at second place in the Suburban, but needs 
to pick up that one win to qualify. 

Agawam faces Longmeadow on the 
road Feb. 17 at 7 p.m. 


www.vfauto.com 


413-789-2181 


Boarding ° Lessons ° Training ° Sales ° Leasing 
English & Western Riding Lessons Available 
Therapeutic Riding 
(413) 569-5797 


AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 
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Inc 443 Springfield Street, Agawam, MA 


00090 


AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR EXPERTS - WE FIX EVERYTHING! 


WARRANTY 


3 Years / 36,000 Mile 





SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS 


Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 





Auto Repair 


Email your image(s) with description to: 
dforbes@turley.com or gscibelli@turley.com 








Monday - Friday: 7:30AM TO 5PM 
Saturday: 7:30AM TO 12PM 


W Vr aUtO ca 


d 
Ene Tae Polena | 


“Frank Palange, Sheila Paier Painge, Stephanie & Nicole Palange 


**KASK US ABOUT OUR KEEP EDUCATION ROLLING PROGRAM 


Value & Friendly Service is in our name 


Page 12 I AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 


February 16, 2017 


HOCKEY 


pact in this matchup with two of Agawam’s 
three goals. Anthony Passerini, whose of- 
fense had been quieted the past few games, 
had a goal and two assists in the defeat. 

Alex Will got his fourth win of the sea- 
son, making 25 saves. His counterpart, Aga- 
wams Connor McAnanama, made 33 saves. 

The Brownies had a league game against 
Longmeadow postponed due to the major 
snowstorm last Thursday. 

They are likely out of the playoff race as 
only the top four teams in the Berry will 
qualify for the tournament. Agawam trails 
two teams, Minnechaug and East Long- 
meadow for one of the spots. Unfortunately, 
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Agawam can only tie those teams, and both 
teams own two wins over Agawam, which 
would mean they hold the tiebreaker. 

Agawam is currently 4-10-1 overall this 
season. They have games remaining against 
Longmeadow and West Springfield in the 
league, and will also take on Eastern Mass. 
teams Swampscott and Cohasset in inde- 
pendent action to finish off their season. 

A makeup date for the Longmeadow 
game has not been announced as of press 
time. Agawam faces West Springfield in a 
12 noon game at the MassMutual Center on 
Saturday. 





Andrew Sullivan possesses the puck. Steven Grasso tries to break away from the Lud- 


low defense. 


The week ahead 


Thursday, Feb. 16 Girls Basketball 
Girls Basketball Agawam at East Longmeadow 7 p.m. 
Westfield at Agawam 7 p.m. Ice Hockey 
Friday, Feb. 17 Swampscott at Agawam 2:30 p.m. 
Boys Basketball Tuesday, Feb. 21 
Boys Basketball 
sabis at Agawam 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 22 
Girls Basketball 
Agawam at Chicopee 7 p.m. 
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Kevin Lecuyer gets ready to shoot into traffic. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOG- 


Agawam at Longmeadow 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 18 


Ice Hockey 
Agawam at West Springfield 12 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 19 


Ryan Laudato takes a diving shot. 





PHOTOS.COM 


No games scheduled 


Monday, Feb. 20 


Ice Hockey 


Cohasset at Agawam 2:30 p.m. 








Legals 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 

Docket No. HD17P0245GD 
In the matter of: 
Mary A Knowles 
Of: Agawam, MA 
RESPONDENT 

Alleged Incapacitated 

Person 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED 

PERSON PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 

To the named Respond- 
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Brian W Knowles 
of Feeding Hills, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleg- 
ing that Mary A Knowles is 
in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Brian W 
Knowles of Feeding Hills, 
MA (or some other suit- 
able person) be appointed as 
Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat- 
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority. 

You have the right to ob- 
ject to this proceeding. If you 
wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance at this court on 
or before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 03/07/2017. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear- 
ance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds 


of your objection within 30 
days after the return date. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this proceed- 
ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci- 
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person 
has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Anne 
M Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: February 07, 2017 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
2/16/17 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD17P0246PM 
In the matter of: 
Mary A Knowles 
Of: Agawam, MA 
RESPONDENT 
(Person to be Protected/ 
Minor) 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF CONSERVATOR OR 
OTHER PROTECTIVE 
ORDER PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, 
§5-304 & §5-405 
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, a petition has been 
filed by Brian W Knowles 
of Feeding Hills, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleg- 
ing that Mary A Knowles 
is in need of a Conservator 
or other protective order and 
requesting that Brian W 
Knowles of Feeding Hills, 
MA (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as 
Conservator to serve With 
Surety on the bond. 
The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is disabled, that 


a protective order or appoint- 
ment of a Conservator is nec- 
essary, and that the proposed 
conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with 
this court. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
03/07/2017. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ- 
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this pro- 
ceeding may limit or com- 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per- 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

Witness, Hon. Anne M 
Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: February 07, 2017 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
2/16/17 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD 

The Agawam Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing on 
Thursday, March 2, 2017 
at 6:30 PM in the Agawam 
Public Library, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA. The 
purpose of this hearing will 
be to hear the petition of the 
Agawam Planning Board on 


a proposed Zoning Amend- 
ment entitled “Commercial 
Ground-Mounted Solar 
Photovoltaic Installations”. 
A copy of the proposal can be 
obtained from the Agawam 
Planning Office between the 
hours of 8:30 AM and 4:30 
PM in the Agawam Town 
Hall, 36 Main Street, Aga- 
wam, MA. 
BY ORDER OF: 
Mark R. Paleologopoulos, 
Chairman 
Agawam Planning Board 
2/16, 2/23/17 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 

Docket No. HD17P0217GD 
In the matter of: 
Jacob S Gogal 
Of:Agawam, MA 
RESPONDENT 
Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED 
PERSON PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 

To the named Respond- 
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Sheryl D Nutbrown 
of Agawam, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleg- 
ing that Jacob S Gogal is 
in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Sheryl D 
Nutbrown of Agawam, 
MA (or some other suit- 
able person) be appointed as 
Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat- 
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority. 

You have the right to ob- 
ject to this proceeding. If you 


wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance at this court on 
or before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 02/28/2017. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear- 
ance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this pro- 
ceeding may limit or com- 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per- 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Anne 
M Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 
Date: February 02, 2017 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
2/16/17 


Legal Ad 
AGAWAM HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 
The Agawam Historical 
Commission will be holding 
a public hearing at 7:00 PM 
on Monday, February 27, 
2017 at the Captain Charles 
Leonard House, 663 Main 
Street, Agawam MA. The 
purpose of this hearing will 
be to review the Demolition 
Permit for 775 North West 
Street which comes under the 
Town of Agawam’s Demoli- 

tion Delay Ordinance. 
By Order of 
David Cecchi, Chairman 
AGAWAM HISTORICAL 


COMMISSION 
2/9, 2/16/17 


LEGAL AD 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

The Agawam Conserva- 
tion Commission will meet 
on Thursday, February 
23, 2017 at 6:15 PM at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA. 
The purpose of this meeting 
will be to hear the Request for 
Determinaton of Applicabili- 
ty of Hrom for property locat- 
ed at 1178 Suffield Street. 

By Order of: 

Henry A. Kozloski, 
Chairman 
Agawam Conservation Com- 
mission 

2/16/17 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 
PROBATE AND FAMILY 
COURT DEPARTMENT 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 

Hampden, § 
Docket No. 11P2318 

To all persons interest- 
ed in the estate of SADIKA 
PESA of Agawam, in said 
county - protected person. 

A petition has been pre- 
sented to said Court for 
authority to mortgage certain 
real estate of said SADIKA 
PESA 

If you desire to object 
thereto you or your attor- 
ney should file a written 
appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten 
o’clock in the forenoon on 
the twenty-eighth day of 
February, 2017, the return 
day of of this citation. 

WITNESS, ANNE M. 
GEOFFRION, Esquire, 
First Justice of said Court, 
the seventh day of February, 
2017. 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register 
2/16/17 
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OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or- 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver- 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Aavertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to Turley Pub- 
lications, 380 Union St., West Springfield, MA 01089. 
We usually print at least one week prior to an event. 
The listings should be brief with only time, date, location, 
activity explanation and contact information. 


Friday, Feb. 17 
THE FRIENDS OF THE AGAWAM PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OPEN JURIED PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW reception and 
awards ceremony will take place from 7 to 9 p.m. Twen- 
ty-two awards will be presented along with a discussion 
and critique by the judges. Free and open to the public. 


SPRINGFIELD RV, CAMPING AND OUTDOOR SHOW 
today through Monday in the Better Living Center, Young 
Building and Mallary Complex on the grounds of the 
Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. General 
admission, $11; children 12 and under free; seniors, 
DAV and military, $7; with online coupon, $9. Visit www. 
springfieldrvcampingshow.com for times. 


Saturday, Feb. 18 
THE ST. MARTHA’S GUILD will hold its annual tag and 
bake sale from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Sacred Heart 
Parish Center, 1065 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 


THE SOUTHWICK ROTARY CLUB will sponsor an 
ice-fishing derby to benefit the Save North Pond cam- 
paign from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Cove Banquet and 
Tavern, 90 Point Grove Road, Southwick. Entries are $20 
per person. There will also be a 50-50 raffle. For more 
information contact Bill Alaimo at 413-563-3767. 


Monday, Feb. 20 
ICE HARVESTING ON THE LAGOON with Dennis 
Picard, Storrown Village Museum director (weather per- 
mitting), from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Gate 9 Lagoon 
on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
opringfield. Donations accepted. 


Tuesday, Feb. 21 
THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL will meet at 7 
p.m. at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St. The 
meeting is open to the public. New members welcome. 
There is no cost to join or serve. 


Thursday, Feb. 23 
FIRST COMPANY GOVERNOR’S FOOT ATHLETIC AS- 
SOC. DOG SHOW AND OBEDIENCE TRIALS from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. today and tomorrow in the Young Building on 
the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
Springfield. Free admission. 


Friday, Feb. 24 
THE SPRINGFIELD SPORTSMEN’S SHOW today 
through Sunday in the Better Living Center and Stroh 
Building on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial 
Ave., West Springfield. General admission, $14; children 
6 to 12, $6; under 6, free. 


Saturday, Feb. 25 
A ROAST PORK DINNER at Southwick Congregational 
Church, 488 College Highway, begins at 6 p.m. (takeout 
at 5:30 p.m.). Tickets are $15 for adults, $7 for children. 
Reservations required; call the church office, 413-569- 
6362. No tickets will be sold at the door. 


THE KID’S FUN FAIR / TRAVELING ZOO at Mallary 
East and West on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memo- 
rial Ave., West Springfield today from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and tomorrow. General admission, $15; children 12 and 
under free with coupon. 


THE ROCKLAND COUNTY AND WALLKILL KENNEL 
CLUB DOG SHOW today and tomorrow from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. in the Young Building on the grounds of the Big E, 
1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. Free admission. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 





THE WGBY LOVE FOR LEARNING PBS Kids from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame, 1000 Hall of Fame Ave., Springfield. Free event 
with suggested donation. To reserve a spot early, visit 
WGBY.org/fanfair. Early online registration requires a do- 
nation of $10 per adult, $5 per child. 


Friday, March 3 

THE 13TH ANNUAL AGAWAM LIONS CLUB COMEDY 
SHOW at Chez Josef, 176 Shemaker Lane, Agawam. 
$20 in advance, $25 at the door. To purchase in ad- 
vance, visit www.chezjosef.com/events or see any 
Agawam Lions Club member. Doors open at 6 p.m., 
show begins at 7 p.m. Proceeds to benefit Perry Lane 
“Tot Lot” Project. For more information on the Lions 
Club, visit www.agawamlions.org. 


THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL'S APPLAUSE SE- 
RIES presents an evening of Irish song, humor and Irish 
wit when The Tinkers 3 perform at the Agawam Senior 
Center, 954 Main St., at 7 p.m. This and all Applause 
Series events are free and open to the public. Additional 
information is available at www.agawamcc.org. 


THE ITALIAN CULTERAL CENTER OF WESTERN 
MASS., 56 Margaret St., Springfield, will be showing 
the 1958 movie, “Big Deal on Madonna Street” in Italian 
with English subtitles. Doors open at 6 p.m., film be- 
gins at 6:30 p.m. Admission is free for members, $5 for 
non-members and includes beverage and snack. 


Friday, March 10 
WINE TASTING EVENT sponsored by WGBY from 
5 to 8 p.m. at the Springfield Marriott, 2 Boland Way 
featuring more than 300 wine, craft beer and specialty 
food vendors. For ticket information, visit wgby.org/wine/ 
tasting. 


saturday, March 11 

THE YMCA OF GREATER WESTFIELD will hold its 
“Chocolate, Chowder and Chili Cook Off’ fundraiser 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Westfield YMCA GP 
room. This year’s fundraiser will support the LiveStrong 
program at the Y. 


WINE LOVERS DINNER sponsored by WGBY features 
dozen expertly paired wines and a multi-course “new 
Nordic” menu created by PBS Chef Andreas Viestad. For 
tickets, visit wgby.org/wine/tasting. 


ONGOING 


WESTFIELD STATE UNIVERSITY will celebrate Black 
History Month by hosting a month-long celebration in 
February of events including panel discussions, art 
shows and movie screenings. For more information, 
visit www.westtfield.ma.edu/offices/student-affairs/ 
black-history-month. 


BEGINNER TAI CHI classes at the Southwick Senior 
Center on Wednesdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Easy 
stretching and slow, gentle movements that improve 
balance and strength and enhance the immune system. 
For more information, call 413-569-5498. 


ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT meets at the Agawam 
Public Library at 750 Cooper St. Tuesdays from 1-3 p.m. 
Bring your sticks and join other knitters for creative time. 
No registration is required. 


GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 9:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m., at St. David's Church, 699 Springfield 
ot., Feeding Hills. This free infant and toddler playgroup 
features music and movement, fostering children’s in- 
teractions and sharing skills. Open to all grandparents 
and their grandchildren. Follows school schedule. 


MOM 2 MOM takes place the second Tuesday of 
every month October through June, 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
at Agawam Congregational Church, 745 Main St. A 
round-table discussion hosted by a local “veteran” mom, 
this is a great way to have further conversation on recent 
cafe themes and parent education events, celebrate 
parenting and receive encouragement for the trials. 
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THE WESTFIELD WOMAN’S CLUB’s clubhouse is 
available for rentals for wedding receptions, bridal show- 
ers, baby showers, graduation celebrations, and birthday 
and anniversary parties by the hour or the day. For more 
information, call Lilian at 413-568-2916. 


THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK COMMITTEE meets the 
third Wednesday of each month, September through 
June, at 6:30 p.m. in the lower level classroom at St. 
John the Evangelist Church, 833 Main St., Agawam. For 
information on how to join, call Vera Conway at 413- 
786-3247 or email Rosemary Sandlin at rosemarysan- 
dlin@gmail.com 


AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill 
ot., Agawam, offers “Crochet Club” the first and third 
Tuesday of each month from 7 to 8:30 p.m. This club is 
open to all needle-workers, including crocheters, knit- 
ters, quilters, and embroiderers. For more information, 
call 413-786-7991. 


A BREAST CANCER AND MASTECTOMY SUPPORT 
GROUP meets the fourth Tuesday of each month from 6 





Lunch Menu 

Monday, Feb. 20: Presidents Day. Senior Center 
closed. 

Tuesday, Feb. 21: Chicken pot pie, mixed vegeta- 
bles, Caesar salad, bananas. 

Wednesday, Feb. 22: Eggplant lasagna, vegetable 
blend, pears. 

Thursday, Feb. 23: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, peas, pudding. 

Friday, Feb. 24: Clam chowder, vegetable pizza, 
Spinach salad, mixed fruit. 


Calendar of Events 

Monday, Feb. 20: Presidents Day. Senior Center 
closed. 

Tuesday, Feb. 21: 9 a.m., open knitting / sewing 

class, exercise; 10 a.m., chair exercise; noon, 

ladies only billiards; 12:30 p.m., mah jongg, 

movie (“Florence Foster Jenkins”): 1 p.m., Mex- 


Agawam Senior Center 


to 7:15 p.m. at 2 South Bridge Drive, Suite 1B, Agawam. 
Registration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or on- 
line at www.survivorjourneys.org. 


AN ALL CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets the first 
Tuesday of each month from 6 to 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart 
Parish Center, 1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Regis- 
tration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or online at 
www. survivorjourneys.org. 


A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets the sec- 
ond Wednesday of each month at Heritage Woods As- 
sisted Facility, 462 Main St., Agawam. Registration is 
required by calling 413-789-0200 or online at www. 
survivorjourneys.org. 


YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER may be worth more 
as a donation than a trade-in. Call the Massachusetts 
Association for the Blind at 888-613-2777 for more 
information. Towing is free. All donations are tax deduct- 
ible. 
















ican Train Game; 4:30 p.m., yoga; 6 p.m., be- 
ginner line dance; Junior Women’s Club meets 
this evening. 

Wednesday, Feb. 22: 8 a.m., weight training; 8:15 
a.m., yoga; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 12:30 p.m., 
bridge; 1 p.m., scrabble, ballroom lessons; 1:30 
p.m., Golden Agers Chapter 1 meeting; 5:30 
p.m., Zumba Gold; Tobacco Valley Artist meeting 
tonight. 

Thursday, Feb. 23: 9 a.m.-1 p.m., free tax prep from 
AARP; 9 a.m., exercise; 9:30 a.m., quilting; 10 
a.m., line dancing; 12:30 p.m., bridge; 1 p.m., 
pitch, open art; 2 p.m., Melody Band practice; 
6:30 p.m., pitch; cancer support group meets 
this evening. 

Friday, Feb. 24: 8 a.m., yoga; 9:15 a.m., Let’s Paint; 
10 a.m., tai chi; noon, canasta; 1 p.m., pitch, 
cribbage. 


MAKE THE MOST 
OF YOUR MONEY 


i SHOP, EAT & SPEND IN TOWN 


YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES SUPPORT THIS NEWSPAPER WHICH FAITHFULLY 
PUBLISHES TOWN NEWS YOU WON'T FIND ANYWHERE ELSE. 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393 x216. 


Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. 
Visit www.turley.com for more information. 





Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 
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Turley Publications’ Community Marketplace 


3 IN 1 baby crib with mattress. 
New- still in box. Color Walnut 
$250. Call (413)569-6407. 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs — 
Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 


PVAS ANNUAL TROPICAL fish 
auction at the K of C hall, 406 
Granby Rd, Chicopee, Sunday 
Feb. 19th, Auction starts 11:30. 
Doors open 9: Free admission. 
Everyone welcome. Economical 
way to start your hobby. 


Building Materials 


MAAX ACRYLIC SHOWER 
BASE WHITE 
32X60, right drain, still in box. 
Purchased from Plumbing 
supplier. 413-596-3619 








1-1/2 YEAR SEASONED OAK/ 


HARDWOODS. Cut, split, 
delivered. 2, 3 & 4 cord loads. R.T. 
Smart & Sons 1-413-267-3827 
www.rtsmartwood.com. 


ALL SEASONED FIREWOOD 
quality & volume guaranteed. Call 
S & K Lawn Care 800-607-5296 
or 413-267-3100. $225/ cord with 
prompt delivery. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 
cut, split and delivered. Prompt 
delivery. Westview Farms, 111 
East Hill Road, Monson (413)246- 
1721 











FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083. 


Miscellaneous 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS 
wanted. Planes, chisels, saws, 
levels, etc. Call Ken 413-433- 


2195. Keep your vintage tools 
working and get MONEY. 


Wanted To Buy 


NEW ENGLAND ESTATE 
PICKERS IN THE OLD 
MONSON LANES BOWLING 
ALLEY. 

BUYING NOW! 

ALL ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTIBLES 
COMPLETE ESTATES 
SETTLED! 
(413)267-3729 
TOP DOLLAR ON THE SPOT 
FOR ALL GOLD AND SILVER 
ITEMS, JEWELRY, COINS, 

SILVERWARE, ETC! 
Items to include: old 
advertising signs of all 
subject matters! Furniture, 
toys, trains, pedal cars, 
model car kits from the 70’s, 
old fishing items, military 
items, sports stuff, old 
paintings, books, coin 
operated Coca Cola pinball 
machines, etc. comic books, 
postcards, magazines, old 
letterman jackets, musical 
instruments, microscopes, 
binoculars, old bicycles, 
motorcycles, vintage 
automobiles! WE PURCHASE 
CONTENTS OF BARNS, 
GARAGES, ATTICS, 
BASEMENTS! LET US DO 
THE WORK AND YOU GET 
PAID! 
SIMPLY BRING YOUR 
ITEMS IN FOR A FREE 
EVALUATION AND OR 
CASH OFFER! 
THURSDAY - SUNDAY 
10:00 - 5:00 
HONEST COURTEOUS 
SERVICE!!! 
64 MAIN ST. (RTE. 32), 
MONSON, MA 





WANTED COSTUME JEWELRY, 
gold and silver, furs. Please call 
for more information or text 
(413)512-3714. 


Services 


HANDYMAN SERVICES. NO job 
too small. Call (413)213-0607 





ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS. 
Cleanings, inspections, repairs, 
caps, liners, waterproofing, 


rebuilds. Gutterbrush Installations. 
Local family owned since 1986. 
HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500. 


Want it! 
Find it! 
Buy it! 
Sell it! 
Love it! 
Drive it! 


+ www.turley.com + 





READ IT!!! 


24 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving 50 Local Communities 





Services 


***EEEA A CALL — HAUL IT 
ALL******** 
Bulk trash removal, cleanouts, 
10% discount with this ad. Free 
Est. (413)596-7286 





A B Hauling and 
~— Removal Service 





` 


2 *******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, 
yard debris. Barns, sheds, 
demolished. Swimming pools 
removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. 
Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)267-3353, cell (413)222- 

8868. 





ADAM QUENNEVILLE 

ROOFING. SIDING. WINDOWS - 
Shingle, Flat and Metal Roofs, 
Slate Roof Repairs, Roof and 
Siding Shampoo Service, Gutters, 
Gutter Covers, Lifetime Vinyl 
Siding, Windows, Skylights & Sun 
Tunnels. Call 413-536-5955 





HANDYMAN SERVICES. NO job 
too small. Call (413)213-0607 


2017 
TAX TIME 


Income Tax Preparation 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


Do You Owe Uncle Sam? 
Do you find that you owe Uncle Sam ‘year after year'? 
If you typically pay to state or federal every year, we can help. 
It's called TAX PLANNING. 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 
IRS Problems? 


Let a Professional Handie it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 


24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


~ 30 years tax experience ~ 


Bruce J. Charwick 


Services 





A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 
All Major CC's 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 








56 YEAR OLD retired RN looking 


to provide PCA services. 
Housekeeping too. (413)213- 
0607. 





BILODEAU AND SON Roofing. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs 
and repairs. Gutter cleanings and 
repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679. 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 
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AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 





Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


IRS Tel: 413-289-0058 
= Fax: 413-324-2167 


PROVIDER 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 





Services 


BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE, Rubbish removal, 
attics, cellars, garages cleaned. 
Light moving. Call someone you 
know. (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20+ 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 








DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. References. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 


RETIRED 
LOOKING for 








DISPATCHER 
part time local 
business, attorney, medical 
courier position. Own car. 
(413)345-3949 


WATER DAMAGE, DRYWALL, 
ceiling repair, complete finishing 
job. Fully insured. Call Ray 
(413)348-9832. 








Se \ 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 


buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Some furniture and 
other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 


(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 
Demers & Sons 
Belchertown, MA 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE 
SERVICE. Servicing all makes 
and models of washers, dryers, 
refrigerators, stoves, dishwashers, 
air conditioners. Also dryer vent 
cleaning. (413)536-0034. 


Child Services 





*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
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Computer Services 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN'T BE 
frustrating or frightening. lIl come 
to you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, 
set-up, tutoring. Other electronics 
too. Call Monique (413)237-1035. 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency service. 
(413)427-5862. 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Scott Winters 
electrician Lic. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 
experience. No job too small. Cell 
(413)330-3682. 


MICHAEL R. ALEXANDER 
Electrician Licensed/ insured. Lic 
#54355E. Servicing all of your 
electrical needs. No job too small. 
Call (413)949-9339. 




















PATRICK DEANGLEO 
ELECTRICIAN- 25 yrs 
experience, residential/ 


commercial. Fast, friendly, polite 
service. No job too small. Lic 
#E51322. Insured. (413)992-7941 


Home Improvement 


RJ BAK Painting & Home 
Improvement Interior/ Exterior 
painting, carpentry, Kitchens, 
bathrooms, basements, 
interior/exterior renovations. 
References available. Fully 
licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)533-9173. 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell CS Lic. 
#97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. References. 
Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home 
improvement needs. ROOFING, 
SIDING, WINDOWS, DOORS, 
DECKS & GUTTERS. Extensive 
references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413- 
569-3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
REMODELING. Kitchens, baths. 
Ceramic tile, windows, painting, 
wallpapering, textured ceilings, 
siding, additions. Insurance work. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 413- 
246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
-CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 

















FOR REPAIRS 
Complete Drywall Service. 
Finishing, Painting, Ceilings 


(Smooth or Textured). 40 years 
experience. Fully insured 





Garage Door Serv. 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS 
Authorized Raynor dealer 
specializing in sales, installation 
service and repairs of residential 
and light commercial overhead 
garage doors and openers. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550 or 
www.menardgaragedoors.com 


Instruction 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 





A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 





RJ BAK Painting & Home 
Improvement Interior/ Exterior 
painting, carpentry, Kitchens, 
bathrooms, basements, 
interior/exterior renovations. 
References available. Fully 
licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)533-9173. 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an 
average size room for $200. 





Quality work! Lowest price around! 
References available. Call Dave 
4130-323-6858 


Plumbing 





GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& Heating. Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 


JENKS PLUMBING SERVICES 
Lic #M-16155 Fully Insured Piping 
and Fixture repair/ replacement 
Well pumps Drain clearing Call 
(413)575-7187 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Plan and Prepare for your 
Spring Projects Now 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 
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CLEAR SNOW & ICE DAMS 
FROM ROOFS. ALL TYPES OF 
ROOFING, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and 
repairs. Fully licensed and 
insured. MA CS #102453. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 25 
years experience. Commercial, 
residential. Insured. Shingles, 
single-ply systems. Tar/ gravel, 
slate repairs. 24 hour Emergency 
Repairs. (413)536-3279, 





(413)348-9568, (413)204-4841. 


Snow Removal 





DL & G: We can take care of all 
your snow removal needs from 
driveways to parking lots, we do it 
all. Ice management and roof 
snow removal services as well. 
Insured and certified. We also 
offer Senior citizen discounts. Call 
Dave today (413)478-4212 


ROOF SNOW REMOVAL 
Insured. 


Ludlow. Jim (413)219-3355 


ATEKS TREE- HONEST, quality 
tree service. From pruning to 
house lot clearing. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. Firewood sales. 
(413)687-3220. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- 
Everything from tree pruning, tree 
removal, stump grinding, storm 
damage, lot clearing and brush 
chipping. Honest and Dependable. 
Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free 
estimate (413)478-4212. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm tested, 
teeth cleaned 


residential only. 





Make a Fast Friend! 


Greyhound Options Inc. 
Call Mary at 413-566-3129 
or Claire at 413-967-9088 
or go to 
www.greyhoundoptions.org 


Horses 





HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of 
the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and leasing also 
available. Convenient location at 
Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE, JUMP, SHOW! 
Tiny Trotters Program. IEA Teams 
Licensed instructors. Excellent 
school horses- ponies. Boarding, 
Training, Leases. Gift Certificates 
available (860)668-1656, 
(860)874-8077 
www.endofhunt.com 








*CNA’s, HHA’S, PCA’s,* 
WE’VE MOVED 
WE ARE GROWING 
Positions available at 
Professional Medical 
Services, Inc. 

Also Part-time nurse needed 
for West Sprinfield office 
Highest competitive rates & 
mileage paid. EOE. 
Call Denise. (413)289-9018 


FOSTER CARE: 

You can help change 
someone’s life. 
Provide a safe home for 
children and teens who have 
been abused or neglected. 
Now offering a $1,000 Sign-On 
Bonus 
Call Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care 
413-734-2493. 


PALMER OFFICE 


PART-TIME PAGINATOR/ 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER 


Turley Publications, Inc. is seeking a part-time paginator/ 
graphic designer for a busy graphics department. The 
successful candidate will be part of a team of designers that 
produce 14 weekly newspapers and numerous supplements. 

The right candidate would be experienced with INDD 
Creative Suite on Mac and be familiar with newspaper 
workflow and deadline driven media. 


Please send your resume to: 
Beth Baker 
Turley Publications, Inc. 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Or email directly to bbaker@turley.com 


Turley? 


Publications, Inc. 


www.turley.com 








PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 
Part-time 10 flexible hours/week 


Opportunity for a motivated RN 
interested to provide case 
management/home visits under 
the direction of the Board of 
Health for such as communicable 
disease reporting and surveillance 
serves as liaison between Board 
of Health, Health Agent, Advisory 
Board of Health, Senior Center, 
First Responders, school 
department and state and federal 
health agencies in providing and 
documenting public health 
services; may hold blood pressure 
clinics and other preventative 
health services at the senior 
center; Requires Bachelor's 
Degree in Nursing, RN 
Certification, min 2 yrs exp. in 
clinical setting, public health 
background and MAVEN 
experience preferred; valid MA 
driver's license; min $22.65/hr to 
$26.19/hr DOQ, 10hrs/wk. For 
application go to www.wilbraham- 
ma.gov. Complete and mail to: 
Board of Selectmen/Health, 240 
Springfield Street, Wilbraham, MA 
01095. Deadline is Friday, 
February 25, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. 
EOE 


DINIE 


INDEPENDENT DRIVERS 
WANTED. Van or Mini Vans 
ONLY. Immediate openings, 


Weekly settlement. Getting busy. 
Please call Trans Courier 413- 
543-2019 








Find your new home 
in our classifieds! 


A BEST CASH offer for any type 
of property, circumstance, 
condition or location. Ugly houses 
are OK. Fast closing. (413)244- 
2807 


Mobile Homes 


CHICOPEE GRANBY ROAD, 
Centrally located, 2 bedrooms, 
12’x’47’. Well kept, all appliances, 
metal roof, yard, shed $35,000.. 
413-593-9961 
DASAP.MHVILLAGE.COM 


AGAWAM HOUSE FOR rent, 5 
RM, 2 BR. No utilities. No pets. No 
smoking. Background check $900. 
(413)786-0758. 





EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Real Estate Wanted 


FOR RENT 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Commercial Rentals 


GRANBY ROUTE 202, Business 
zoned 600 sq. ft garage/ storage, 
overhead & walkthrough doors, 
$410. (413)427-4638. 


HEATED GARAGE SPACE size 
to suit, small out building, couple 
rooms in warehouse available. 
Industrial zoned. Breckenridge St., 
Palmer (413)231-3131 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big and small, 
running or not. Call 413-534-5400. 





Find us on the web: www.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or visit www.turley.com to place an ad 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 
Í i 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 








Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 







21 
Base Price Base Pri Base Price Base Price 
i 7 
30 $31.00 31 $31.50 


Base Price Base Price] 32 Base Price 
$30.50 1. 


$200! Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
5.50 $36.00 





Buying? 
Selling? 


for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 








— - — ——, Add $10 for a second Zone 
ur ALL THREE ZONES. 
C lass ifie ds Name: Phone: First ZONE base price Bec oe 
Address: Add a second ZONE __*10.00 
Get Results - ait ae ee 
TOWNE TCO Add a third ZONE $5.00 ae 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
Credit Card: J MasterCard T VISA J Discover T Cash 1 Check# x Number of Weeks 
Card #: 
TOTAL Enclosed Gow, 
Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS ARE ONLINE 24/7 AND REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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The original Riverside Cyclone was modeled after the Cyclone at Coney Island in Brooklyn, N.Y. A collection of Riverside Park souvenirs. 


By Kate Anderson banks of the Connecticut River where patrons could re- 
aan@turley.com lax in the shade of the pines or enjoy a concert. The grove 


was purchased in 1887 by Henry Smith and his son, who 

iverside Park loomed large over Agawam long be- had previously leased the property. Riverside Grove 

Re the rides reached the dizzying heights of the quickly became known for its clambakes and the eventu- 
Six Flags era. al addition of a merry-go-round in 1906. 

The grove went through its first ma- 
jor transition in 1911 when it was pur- 
chased by Henry J. Perkins, president 
and treasurer of a wholesale fruit and 
produce business in Springfield. Not 
long after it changed hands, the first 
white wooden giant began to rise up 
over the grove as Perkins added Riv- 
ersides first roller coaster, followed 
quickly by a second, then a third — the 
original Cyclone that would later be re- 
named the Thunderbolt. 

Over the years, many of the rides and 
attractions went through phases of re- 
branding that seemed to neatly echo the 
times — the Panama Canal ride opened 
for two seasons but closed after the real 
canal opened; once the public lost in- 
Cecchi took a standing-room-only terest, it was replaced by the Mountain 
audience at the Agawam Public Li- i | Torrent, then by the Coal Mine ride, in 
brary back in time to the early days N A p- which guests rode through darkened 
of Riverside. In a Feb. 3 presentation | ri wal see Mine shafts in carts pulled by donkeys. 
sponsored by the Agawam Cultur- As the love of public amusement 
al Council, Cecchi brought back a grew, so too did the efforts of the park's 


For generations of Agawam res- 
idents, working at the amusement 
park was a rite of passage. The thun- 
der of the speedway reached ears as 
far as a mile away. The Cyclone was 
a slice of big-city Coney Island thrills 
right on Main Street. 

Now at Six Flags New England, 
the speedway is gone, replaced by 
Superman Ride of Steel; the icon- 
ic Colossus Ferris wheel no longer 
spins over the crowds, and the Cy- 
clone, once the largest coaster in the 
park, has been replaced by a new hy- 
brid coaster. 

For afew hours earlier this month, 
though, the classic Riverside Park 
rode again, as local historian David 








Cecchi signs books with a smile at the 
Feb. 3 event. 





healthy dose of nostalgia with pho- owners to draw in larger crowds. No- 
tos, stories, and memorabilia from where is this more evident than in the 
Books were available for purchase, as were Cecchi’s other volumes one of the town’s longest-standing landmarks. rapid growth of the dance pavilion that would eventu- 
in the “Images of America” series, about the Big E and about the his- Now the largest family theme and water park in New ally expand to a 200-by-100-foot building with 22-foot 
tory of Agawam and Feeding Hills. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY KATE England, Riverside was once a small picnic grove on the ceilings. Across the way, on the other side of the park, a 
ANDERSON 300-foot diameter pool pumped 3,000 gallons of water 
per minute, with a soaring diving platform rising from 

“a1 ———— the center. 
Mess ve ts 13 as E oe In spite of Riverside’s early success, the park almost 


made the list of defunct New England amusements after 
closing down in the late 1930s. The park was resurrect- 
ed by Ed Carroll Jr., who parlayed the success of the 1939 
World's Fair into a new, golden age of amusement parks, 
modeling new coasters after those on display at the fa- 
mous New York fair and a 150-foot tall Ferris wheel that 
rose above the Connecticut River. 

The greatest and perhaps most memorable addition 
to Riverside Park was the speedway which would replace 
the dance hall in 1948. The track drew thousands of fans 
on a Saturday and it was said the noise of the cars could 
be heard as far as Winchester Square on the other side of 
the river. For 50 years the growl of stock car engines was 
what symbolized home for the town of Agawam. 

Now spanning 235 acres with a footprint on both sides 
of Main Street, Six Flags New England is Agawam's sec- 
ond-highest taxpayer and draws crowds of which Henry 
David Cecchi’s collection included vintage images, many which are featured in his book “Images of America: Riverside Park.” J. Perkins would certainly be proud. Though it no longer 
bears the Riverside name, patrons are reminded of the 
park's humble beginnings, the wooden Thunderbolt still 
clicking and hissing away in the center of the park, sur- 
rounded by steel giants. 

David Cecchis book “Riverside Park” is available from 
Arcadia Publishing, part of the “Images of America’ se- 
ries. It is one of four books in the series authored by Ce- 
cchi. 
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Cecchi displayed a collection of memorabilia from the Agawam 
Donna Fitzgerald from the Agawam Cultural Council introduced local author and historian David Cecchi on Feb. 3. amusement park spanning decades. 


